Bicentennial Bytes
and Updates
-- January 2021 -DISCREPANCIES FOUND IN OUR DATES
Comments from Gene Bavis:
As we have been researching various historical topics we discovered that a law establishing the Towns of
Butler, Huron and Rose was different than the dates we have been using. We began to dig deeper. The final
result is that 13 of our towns were established by an act of the NYS Legislature and in 11 cases, the date of
passage of the law was different than the date that the law became effective. Please see the chart below.

On a related topic, Rosa has created a great “genealogy of towns” graphic. It’s not really a map but it does
use a stylized image similar to a real map of Wayne County. I think it does a great job of helping us visualize
how the towns were divided up between 1790 and 1830.

SAD NEWS BUT A CELEBRATION OF A
LIFE WELL LIVED
We learned last week that, after a long, quietly
fought battle with cancer, our Bicentennial co- chairman, Larry Ann Evans, died on December 18, 2020.
She was Director of the Wayne County Museum
of History in Lyons, an actress, director, playwright,
and author. Larry Ann leaves behind a son, Alex, and
many, many caring friends. She was a fun, free-spirit
and so involved with the Historical Society and Museum, that the void will be hard to fill.
According to her friends and son, no memorial
service is planned at this time, during the COVID pandemic and the caution of social distancing. They hope
to find a safer time in the Spring to organize a party to
celebrate her amazing life.

BICENTENNIAL WEBSITE AND
BICENTENNIAL FACEBOOK PAGE!
There has been a lot of action on our Facebook
page. Historians are adding historic photos of their
towns almost daily. We are all urging people to visit
often as well as “like” and share the postings. Here
is a link: https://www.facebook.com/waynecounty200
***********************************************************
BOOK PUBLISHING IDEAS:
Recently Amber Linson, working with the Wayne
County Writers Guild has come up with a possible
layout for a Bicentennial Memories Book.

Visualization of cover

Co-Chairs, Gene Bavis and Larry Ann Evans when
their chairmanship was announced last year.

According to Gene, the Committee plans to dedicate the Wayne County Memories Book to Larry Ann
and include memories of her and perhaps snippets of
some of her work.
“What a LOSS!
I’ve known and worked with Larry Ann for many years.
She was a wonderful, creative individual with a personality
you couldn’t help but love.
We will miss her immensely. In her honor, we are going
to do our very best to have a BIG party to celebrate our
Bicentennial,” said Gene.

There are a list of questions and logistical things
we need to discuss. The key thing right now is to
describe the project. As for contributions, it is MY
understanding, the public is being invited to share
their stories and then the “writers” will create the stories/book. Who owns it, who publishes it, etc. needs
to be discussed.
***********************************************************
A 5-minute video based on our new brochure will
be released in early January. Watch for it on social
media and on our website.”
***********************************************************
UPCOMING MEETINGS:
• Wayne County Bicentennial PowerPoint
Presentation via Zoom on 1/27/21, 7 PM.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED and space is limited.
To get on the list, send request to bicentennial@
waynehistorians.org
• Wayne County Bicentennial Committee on 2/3/21,
3:30 PM via Zoom
• Wayne Historians Meeting via Zoom 2/9/21, 10 AM
***********************************************************

Bicentennial website: www.waynecounty200.com

Bicentennial Facebook page: https://www.facebook.
com/waynecounty200

