Bicentennial Bytes
and Updates
-- MARCH 2021 -WELCOME!
I have been tasked with helping to keep committee
members (County and Town), volunteers, and members
of the Board of Supervisors apprised of our efforts as we
prepare for the Bicentennial celebration on April 11, 2023.
- Patti Holdraker,
Member, Steering & Souvenirs Committee

***********************************************************
WELCOME OUR NEW CO-CHAIR

It’s OFFICIAL – On February 16, Huron Town Historian
Rosa Fox was unanimously appointed as Co-Chair of the
Wayne County Bicentennial by the Board of Supervisors.
We want you to meet Rosa. Here is her story:
Upon retirement in 2014 from North Rose-Wolcott, after
thirty years as a middle school band director, Rosa set off
to write a historical postcard series book about Great Sodus Bay. As history paths do, one journey led to another,
and Rosa took on new gig in 2015, becoming the Town
of Huron historian. Rosa has enjoyed that post, overseeing three historic buildings the town owns and maintains,
organizing exhibits at the Historic Huron History Center/
Museum, creating Huron Days, and doing as much as she
can to preserve and promote Huron history. Rosa is a lifetime member the Sodus Bay Historical Society, for which
she enjoys compiling the organization’s newsletter. Rosa is
honored to serve as co-chair of the Wayne County Bicentennial with her fellow historian and good friend, Walworth
Historian, Gene Bavis. She hopes everyone enjoys digging
into Wayne County’s colorful history and will find their path
through local history as exciting as she does.

*********************************************************
NEW MEMBER
New Bicentennial Committee member - Karen
Dean, Member Development Coordinator for Reliant
Community Credit Union.
SAVE THE BIG DATE!!!
FOR THE BIG BICENTENNIAL DAY CELEBRATION on April 11, 2023...we are planning a BIG CEREMONY in Lyons somewhere near the Courthouse.
We expect to invite dignitaries and the general public
from far and wide and to celebrate our birthday in a
BIG way. SAVE THE DATE. More details later.
OUR POWERPOINT PROGRAMS
We have presented the Wayne County PowerPoint
program via Zoom on five occasions, two of which
were to the general public. We’ve scheduled one to
be presented to the Lyons Heritage Society in April.

Any group who would like us to present via Zoom
to your group this spring should contact Gene or
Rosa. By Fall we hope to be able to do “in person”
programs.
We are also looking for speakers who have local
history programs and would be willing to do presentations via Zoom this spring.
COMMEMORATIVE CALENDAR

The 2022-2023 Commemorative Calendar is expected to be completed by July. We are working on a
marketing plan with the help of Town Committees and
Historical Societies. It will be make a GREAT Christmas
gift in 2021.

HISTORICAL MARKERS UPDATE
We plan to create a historic marker for each town
(and one for the County) giving the founding date,
town from which it was divided and who/what it was
named after. We are currently consulting with the
Pomeroy Foundation to determine if they will partner with us on this project. Dedication Ceremonies
for those markers would be held during 2023.
CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY BOOK
If you have something you can contribute, please
contact Marion Town Historian, Caryn Devlin Marion.ny.historian@gmail.com. She is looking for photos that could easily be turned into line drawings for
children to color. Puzzles and other activities are
being sought as well.
Our plan is to print and distribute this for FREE,
hopefully this fall.
WAYNE COUNTY MEMORIES BOOK

We are excited about the book of memories project
being headed up by Amber Linson. We plan to collect
memories on many different subjects from all over Wayne
County. For more information please visit: https://web.
co.wayne.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Book-ofMemories-1.pdf

BICENTENNIAL FLOAT
The Bicentennial Float will be ready by the end of
May thanks to Dick Lasher & Phil Eygnor. Details
about it and how to schedule it are being developed
and will be published within the next month or so.
We hope to have this in MANY parades over the
next 3 years. Town Committees and other volunteers will be needed to help with getting the float
into those parades and helping to promote the bicentennial.

BICENTENNIAL MURAL
We have a possible mural site highly visible from
Route 104 for a BIG mural. Stand by for more news
next month.
TOWN COMMITTEES

Town Committees for the Wayne County Bicentennial are
being formed and have begun meeting. If you are interested
in joining your local committee, please contact your Town
Historian or Gene or Rosa for more information. We need
help from Town Committees:
• Help distribute Static Cling stickers to businesses
• Help sell Commemorative Calendars & T-shirts
• Hand our Bicentennial materials and promote our activities
• Arrange for the Bicentennial Float to be at your
local events
• Plan local documentation projects and activities
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The Fox Sister’s Home

Found in Arcadia, NY:

FACEBOOK
Please visit and promote our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/waynecounty200
We also have an Instagram account.
See link on our website.
WEBSITE
Please use and share our website
www.waynecounty200.com
NOTE – We did not include information in this newsletter about several of our projects that are in progress.
If you have questions about any of those previously
mentioned, please contact Gene or Rosa. We will do
our best to keep everyone updated.
A new idea has been suggested. We are looking into
the possibility of trying to get some tall ships to visit
Sodus Point during the Bicentennial. We feel that this
would help call attention to the importance of Lake Ontario during the early days of Wayne County’s development.
UPCOMING MEETINGS
April 8 at 10 AM – WHO via Zoom
April 21 at 3:30 PM – County Bicentennial
Committee via Zoom
RACK CARDS and BROCHURES

Last December we produced and printed a Bicentennial
Rack Card and a Bicentennial Brochure. They are available
from County Historian Peter Evans and County Tourism Director, Christine Worth; Gene & Rosa have some, too.
If you need brochures or rack cards for your location,
please contact one of us to make arrangements to get some.
We have also kicked off a new series of rack cards on
various history related topics. The first one we did was completed is about the Fox Sisters and Modern Spiritualism.
The rack card has not been printed yet. We hope local
historians and historical societies will put together similar
cards on topics unique to their town.
A template is available, so if you are interest in working on
one, contact Gene or Rosa and we’ll get you what you need
to get started.

The Fox Sisters
- Margaretta, Katherine, and Leah

On March 31st, 1848, 2 young girls by the name of
Maggie and Kate Fox communicated with a spirit of a
murdered peddler. They went on to become famous
mediums, traveling the world.

According to the
information passed
down, that night, as the
girls lay in bed, they
heard a rapping noise.
Katie called out to the
"rapper," clapping her
hands, and said, "Do as
I do." The rapping noise
was heard in reply.
Maggie called out the
same, but instead of
clapping she simply gestured, her hands never touching. And
yet the rapping noises were heard again to which she said,
“They can see as well as hear."
Excerpt from pg. 47 of “Hydesville In History,”
by M.E. Cadwallader:

“Another investigation was held at the home of Rev Rufus
Greswold [sic] by a number of the most eminent gentlemen of
New York City… They had a long session during which
Cooper and Bryant, the novelist and poet, received
satisfactory evidence. The others could not detect any
fraud…”
Before March 31st 1848, Spiritualism was already a major
religion in the UK. Following the experiences of the Fox
sisters, this date became known as the birthdate of
Modern Spiritualism.

Visit the original foundation where Maggie and Kate
communicated with spirits at Hydesville Memorial Park.
1510 Hydesville Road, Newark, NY 14513..
Call to make an appointment: (315) 879-8804
For more information on the Fox Sisters visit:
https://www.waynehistorians.org/places/site.php?site=11
or scan the QR code
For more Bicentennial information visit:
www.waynecounty200.com
www.waynehistorians.org
https://www.facebook.com/waynecounty200

As always, if you have any suggestions, questions, etc.,
please contact me or Rosa.

Gene Bavis & Rosa Fox

Co-Chairs, Wayne County Bicentennial

