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11.2

Attended the yearly Meeting very warm weather - came home in a shower of rain, lightning
& thunder - Daniel & Chloe Underwood, B. Hussey & wife & children were here

12..3

A warm cloudy morning - attended M...g dined at Arnold Bristol's - came home tired.

13..4

attended meeting at P... very satisfactory -- Richard Glazier & others dines with us. met the
committee at 4 oclock P.M. lodged at Hugh Pounds.

14..5

warm growing season. attended the meeting & met with the committee again. we get slowly
on yet not discouraged. came home late, tired --

ay
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Attended meeting again. interesting indeed - exercised, on account of the natives of this
country and also.. the poor oppressed and much injured africans & their decendants. men
friends conclude to sent a Memorial to Congress, praying them not to ratify a fraudulent
treaty that the _____ Company has obtained by bribing the Indians etc. rains - we dine at
Arnold B.'s many call their too many but I feel easy. we must accommodate. I lodge
there.

16..7

sit with the committee to petition Congress in behalf of the people of Colour, a concern of
women friends - concluded an essay. the com. on the subject of disipline concluded to
adopt the several reports for each Meeting to act upon in conjunction. -- Benj'n Mather
came home with us. Brother David S. Arnold & Geo. Dunlap John Hussey & wife, Benj'n
H & wife & Dan'l Underwood & wife etc. etc. lodge with us -- warm.

17..1

A warm beautiful day. attended meeting - Benj Mather rose & spoke a few words which
seemed to open the door of the celestial treasury & Hannah S. was qualified to proclaim to
the people that those exelent blessings in store was free to all in a living powerful manner -after dinner our friend B. M.. staid with us till 3 oclock his company pleasant & instructing.
we went with him to P. Sextons took tea in company with Elizabeth Foster of Lyons –
took leave of our friends - called to see Lydia Hubbard who is very sick - mouth so sore
she cannot speack.

18..2

warm growing time corn & grass looks well corn small - went to Isaac Durfee's his wife
very sick - looks like bidding adieu to all things earthly ere long. called on P. Bill he too is
declining fast - feels rather loath to quit the ground, like aged oaks are often found.

19..3

Warm weather - I make Emorys pantaloons

20..4

Warm - I went to select Preparative Meeting – Hannah Sexton went with me - Hannah
Colvin too; took tea with H.C. A circus in the vil'g one fool makes many

21..5

Attended Monthly Meeting - took Moshems history out of library; A shower thunders &
lightning came home to tea. warm indeed. On the way to Michigan:

ne
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7th month of 1838

the chamber-maid call out for all to up that she could arrange the cabbin just a doze yet
heartyly glad to leave the creeping inmates of the boat. extreme warm -- get in to Rochester.
now this scarcely bearable. we must stop here almost roasting that fools may partake of
folly I took one shore walk. get a breeze of fresh air. not very favourable to the
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contemplative mind about 11 oclock the boat moved out of its place & now we pass
beautiful buildings & more beautiful scenes, trees & flowers - we pass through a delightful
country -at Albion they were shooting cannon - we retired about 9. warm & weary.
5..5
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A cool pleasant morning found our-selves at Medina - a romantic looking place quite a vill'g
A deep ravine & if I had been up a little sooner I wood [sp] describe it. a little west we
passed Shelby a little vil'g wheat, corn, peas, & grass looks well. some stumps remain yet
considerable ground tilled for putting in seed. about 10 we arrived at Lock-port -- several
ladies came on board going to attend an Abolition convention. Stephen & self Emily
Galloway & Hannah Colvin; went in a few moments & heard a little, one man of colour
spoke on the subject; very well for I never heard one speak in public.

ne

took the boat again. - amid an astonishing scene of human invention; !! rock piled up bleak
and bare to make a water navigation, where thousands & thousands are conveyed from east
to west annually! when we sit down in the boat again the subject of abolition was discusseddifferent views were offered; some thought slaves should be slaves in spite of right; one
Canadian came on board & he gave a reason therefore was worthy of being heard. he said
the southern people must have an equivalent because our LAWS had guaranteed to them a
right to hold these people as slaves. well if this is so --if they should be remunerated let it be
so. I say with all my heart.
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Rev. Horace Eaton and Ann Webster Eaton House
155 Canandaigua Street
Palmyra, New York

Significance: As minister of the Western Presbyterian Church, Eaton was part of
congregation that was strongly abolitionist. During his tenure, the church also included
African American members.
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Anna Webster Eaton and Rev. Horace Eaton
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Description: Located on Canandaigua Road, south of the Western Presbyterian Church, this house
is an L-shaped frame dwelling, with a wing to the north that is one room deep, most likely built in
stages.
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Significance: Rev. Horace Eaton, born in New Hampshire, worked in New York City, and served
as pastor of the Western Presbyterian Church in Palmyra from 1849-79, longer than any other
minister. He is strongly associated with abolitionism and Underground Railroad work. In 1937, Alice
E. Benjamin noted, "on occasion he hid runaway slaves in the belfry of his church." Besides Pliny
Sexton, Rev. Eaton was "the other most active abolitionist" in Palmyra.43
In 1907, women of the Western Presbyterian Church included in their history of Palmyra an
anecdote about Eaton and African Americans who were escaping from slavery. Pliny Sexton’s house
on Main Street, they noted, “was a regular station of the Underground Railway,” and “Dr. Eaton
helped many fugitive slaves.”

ne

The Doctor's study was in the belfry of the Presbyterian Church, just under the clock. One
morning a number of fugitives were consulting with the Doctor about reaching the
lakeshore and crossing to Canada. Of a sudden the most terrific clanging brought them
terror stricken to their knees. They besought their supposed benefactor not to give them up
to their master; they prayed the Lord to be merciful. After twelve resounding strokes all was
still. The clock had struck the noon.44
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Rev. Horace Eaton was nationally known and was regularly mentioned in the New York
Tribune. On August 18, 1845, Horace Eaton married Ann Webster (b. 1823), in Boscawen, New
Hampshire. They moved to New York City, where Eaton taught at a “Family Board School,” before
they came to Palmyra. In 1869, Eaton received an honorary degree from Dartmouth College. In
1870, he attended a New York State Temperance Society meeting in New York City, where he was
elected a vice-president. 45
Horace Eaton died October 21, 1883. An obituary appeared October 25, 1833, in the New
York Evening Telegram. Henry Durfee preached the funeral sermon. His most memorable feature,
recalled Durfee, was his “constant and abounding cheerfulness,” which came from “the depth and
serenity of his faith.” He loved “the sublime and the beautiful,” and he was “a true poetic soul.” He
retained “not a little of the granite of his native hills,” and he preached “with courage and vigor, and
robustness of understanding.” Nothing “could deter him from vigorously and valiantly following the
path in which he believed his duty called him.” 46
Before and after Horace Eaton’s death, Ann Webster Eaton continued her public activities.
In 1881, she published an account of the origins of Mormonism. In 1894, she attended a meeting in
New York City of the Women’s Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church. She died
August 9, 1910.47
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Alice Benjamin, “History of Palmyra,” Palmyra Courier-Journal, December 12, 1937.
Palmyra New York, Compiled by the Woman's Society of the Western Presbyterian Church (1907),
http://www.palmyrany.com/presbyhistory.htm.
45 New York Tribune, September 16, 1845; October 6, 1846; July 23, 1869; January 15, 1870.
46 October 25, 1833, in the New York Evening Telegram; Palmyra New York, Compiled by the Woman's Society of
the Western Presbyterian Church (1907), http://www.palmyrany.com/presbyhistory.htm.
47 Anna R. Webster Eaton, Origin of Mormonism (New York: W. E. C. of Home Missions, 1881),
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sidneyrigdon.com/palm1840.jpg&imgrefurl=http://sidneyri
gdon.com/1881Eatn.htm&usg=__Qjg3t8hitZWaRyHun6JregPcpDY=&h=220&w=400&sz=47&hl=en&start
=40&um=1&tbnid=3S6dSIbNmy1chM:&tbnh=68&tbnw=124&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpalmyra%2Bnew%
2B%2Byork%26ndsp%3D20%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dsafari%26rls%3DenUnderground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
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The Western Presbyterian Church erected two plaques commemorating Rev. Horace Eaton
and Ann Webster Eaton.
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us%26sa%3DN%26start%3D20%26um%3D1; New York Daily Tribune, April 13, 1894.
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
Historical New York Research Associates
Wayne County Historian’s Office
Preserve New York, 2007-2009

Palmyra

239

Perry B. and Eliza Lee House
311 West Main Street
Palmyra, New York
Significance: Home of Perry B. Lee, African-American barber, who was an integral part of
the Palmyra community from the early 1830s until his death in 1891.
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Lee Barn
Looking north, March 18, 2008

Description: Perry B. Lee purchased a vacant village lot fronting West Main Street in 1841. Here he
and his wife Eliza Ann built a house and raised a family. The property remained the hands of the
Lee family until it was sold in 1912. Tax records indicate that the house may have undergone
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
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extensive remodeling in the 1890s (or perhaps been rebuilt on the site of the original dwelling) while
still owned by the Lee family.
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Significance: Perry B. Lee arrived in Palmyra, New York, in the early 1830s and it was not long
before he made an impression on the members of the anti-slavery movement of Wayne County. In a
letter to the editor of The Colored American, dated September 2, 1837 Otis Clapp and Philip A. Bell
wrote:
Enclosed thou wilt receive ten dollars, for which thou wilt please direct six copies of
the 'Colored American' to Perry Lee, Palmyra, Wayne Co., New York, a young
(colored) man of our village of much promise and respectability, and who takes
great interest in the success of thy paper, and the cause thou dost so able advocate.48

ne

It is apparent that Perry B. Lee was soon taking an active part in the efforts that advocated
for the advancement of the African-American community of Wayne County and New York State. In
1839, the editor of The Colored American was calling upon his readership to take up “political
action” by organizing a convention of colored men to be held on the first Monday in September. He
singled out several individuals to lead this effort, among which was Perry B. Lee of Palmyra.49 No
convention was held in 1839, but in July 1840, The Colored American reported that a State
Convention would to be held in Albany on 18 August and this time the list of names calling for the
meeting included P. B. Lee of Palmyra.50 In 1841 The Colored American reported that P. B. Lee and
S. R. Ward had been appointed to the Wayne County committee to attend the New York State
Colored Men’s Convention to be held in Troy August 25 to 27.51 Mr. Lee served as member of a
committee planning a district convention of colored persons from counties of Ontario, Yates,
Seneca, Cayuga and Wayne to be held in Geneva on December 1, 1853.52 It is safe to say the Perry
B. Lee played a leadership role within the African-American community of Wayne County and New
York State during the critical years leading up to the Civil War, yet it is not known if his political
activities extended to participating in the assistance of freedom seekers passing through Palmyra,
New York.
The life of Perry B. Lee before he arrived in Palmyra, New York is still a big question mark.
From the census we learn that he was born about 1809 in Washington, D.C. and was consistently
referred to as mulatto. It is said that he had been held in slavery by the Lee family of Virginia and was
freed upon becoming 21 years old or about 1830, but at this time there is no documented evidence to
support this story.53 The family of his future wife, Eliza A. Cooley, arrived in Palmyra in the mid
1830s, moving there from Dutchess County, New York.
We do know that Lee arrived in Palmyra with a trade – that of a barber. For nearly 60 years
Perry B. Lee plied his trade while adding to the mix hair dresser, horse doctor, farrier, and
veterinarian. He even served as a Wayne County agent for Sloan’s Family Ointment, one of those
cure-all medicines. His wife joined him, offering services in fancy dying and clothes renovation.
In 1841 Perry B. Lee purchased a vacant lot on the north side of West Main Street and built
a house that still stands at 311 W. Main Street.54 It was in this house that Perry and Eliza Ann Lee
raised their family. Perry and Eliza Ann had five children, four of whom lived to maturity. Son
Henry J. Lee, who joined his father in the barber business as early as 1860, died in 1868 at the age of
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Accessible Archives: The Colored American, September 2, 1837, abstract.
Accessible Archives: The Colored American, July 27, 1839, abstract.
50 Accessible Archives, The Colored American, July 18, 1840, abstract.
51 Accessible Archives, The Colored American, September 11, 1841, Item #17160, abstract.
52 Accessible Archives, Frederick Douglas Paper, December 2, 1853, Item #47542, abstract.
53 King Daughters Library, Palmyra, New York, Surname Card File.
54 Wayne County, New York County Clerk, Deed Book 29, Page 148; Book 34, Page. 47.
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24. Charlotte, born about 1854, married three times. Her second marriage, to the famous orator
Fred Gordon Stuart, took place in July 1878. Son Charles Perry Lee was admitted to the New York
State Bar in 1886 and practiced in Rochester and New York City. In 1896 he married Jennie B.
Cheatham, a member of Fisk University Jubilee Singers, who would go on to become famous for her
work in the music department of Tuskegee University. The youngest child, Ida May, became a
famous singer with the Jubilee Singers and married another member of the singing group, Jefferson
N. Caldwell.
Perry Lee died on July 24, 1891 in Palmyra, New York about age 82, and was buried in
Palmyra Village Cemetery.55 His wife Eliza Ann Cooley Lee died on May 29, 1899 and was buried
next to her husband and two sons (Perry G. and Henry J.). 56 The Perry B. Lee house, located at 311
West Main Street, passed out of the family with the sale in 1912 to George and Lelia Cornell.57 None
of the children remained in the community that had been home to their parents for so many years.
Marjory Allen Perez
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Wayne County Sentinel [1836-41]

n
Register of Deaths, Palmyra, New York Town Clerk, 1882-1900, Perry B. Lee, #715
Register of Deaths, Palmyra, New York Town Clerk, 1882-1900, Eliza Ann Lee, #1232.
57 Wayne County, New York County Clerk, Deed Book 224, Page 29.
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Palmyra Baptist Church
Southwest Corner of Main and Canandaigua Streets
Palmyra, New York

Significance: The earlier stone building (1841) on this site was the location of a women’s
antislavery fair in 1849, at which Frederick Douglass spoke.
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Description: The Baptist Church in Palmyra was organized in 1800, with nineteen members,
incorporating people from Macedon and Palmyra. In 1835, this church split to create two societies,
one in Macedon and one in Palmyra. The Palmyra Church met in a meetinghouse on “burial hill”
until it burned in 1838. In 1839, the Palmyra Baptist bought this lot at the corner of Canandaigua and
Main Streets and dedicated their new stone church there in 1841. In 1870, they built the current brick
building on this site, in the Italianate style, with Florentine windows, brick brackets, and a large
steeple. They dedicated the church on March 29, 1871.58

is

H

ria

to

Significance: Baptists in Palmyra were generally sympathetic to the abolitionist cause. In 1849,
Frederick Douglass spoke in this building on two different occasions, one of which was part of a
women’s antislavery fair held in this church. On a Monday evening in August, he spoke here, as part
of a women’s antislavery fair held in this church, organized by ladies of the Western New York AntiSlavery Society. Douglass reported,

n

we had the privilege of addressing a large audience in the Baptist Church of Palmyra. On
Tuesday, the ladies of the Western New York Anti-Slavery Society held an Anti-Slavery Fair
in that place, by which they realized the sum of $53. A larger sum might have been received

“Guide to the First Baptist Church of Palmyra Records, 1835-1865,” Division of Rare Books and
Manuscripts, Cornell University, http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/EAD/htmldocs/RMM06033.html/ Palmyra,
compiled by Women’s Society of the Western Presbyterian Church (Palmyra, 1907).
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but for the limited character of the notice. 59
The following month, on a lecture tour of communities in Wayne and Ontario Counties
(including West Walworth, Marion, Palmyra, Victor, and East Bloomfield), Frederick Douglass gave
another speech at the Palmyra Baptist Church.
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On Thursday evening, [he wrote], I delivered a lecture in the Baptist Church in Palmyra. On
account of another very popular meeting being held at the same time, and the unpopularity
of the anti-slavery cause in that place, the meeting was but thinly attended. However, such as
were present seemed to be quite attentive to and interested in what was presented to
them.”60
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In May 1852, Rev. Mr. Harrington, Baptist minister from Palmyra, attended the eighteenth
annual meeting of the American Anti-Slavery Society, held in Rochester. Although he acknowledged
that he was not a member of the Society, he gave a brief speech praising the character of abolitionist
Quaker Isaac T. Hopper. 61
A closer examination of church membership records, available at Cornell University, will
determine whether or not this church had African American as well as European American
members.
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North Star, August 31, 1849.
Frederick Douglass, North Star, September 14, 1849.
61 Frederick Douglass’ Paper, May 27, 1852; October 29, 1852.
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Site of Palmyra Friends Meetinghouse
SE corner of Walker and Jeffrey Roads
Town of Palmyra

Significance: Palmyra Preparative Meeting was a hotbed of reformers in Farmington
Monthly Meeting. Key abolitionists, Underground Railroad supporters, and woman’s rights
activists attended this meeting, including Stephen and Mary Durfee and Pliny and Hannah
T. Sexton.
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Description: Lemuel and Prudence Durfee gave the land for this meetinghouse in 1824. No known
images exist of this building. It apparently was once the home of Quaker Lemuel Durfee, moved
here from Jeffrey Road, most likely in the 1840s. 62
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Significance: Palmyra was a Preparative Meeting of Farmington Monthly Meeting, established in the
late 1830s or early 1840s. Along with Macedon Preparative Meeting and Williamson Preparative
Meeting, Palmyra Preparative Meeting was a hotbed of reformers in Farmington Monthly Meeting.
Key abolitionists, Underground Railroad supporters, and woman’s rights activists attended this
meeting, including Stephen and Mary Durfee and Pliny and Hannah T. Sexton. In addition to his
local work with abolitionism and the Underground Railroad, as an ally of Frederick Douglass, Pliny
Sexton attended the first national woman’s rights convention at Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1850.
Mary Durfee, a member of Palmyra Preparative Meeting, kept a diary in 1837-38, in which
she gave details about Quaker networks that supported reform, including several references to
Thomas and Mary Ann M’Clintock (Waterloo), the Halsteads (Walworth), Griffiths and Elizabeth
Cooper (Williamson), Arnold Bristol (Macedon), and others.
In 1842, at the time of the disownment of Isaac Hopper and Charles Marriott from New
York Yearly Meeting over issues relating to abolitionism, Palmyra Preparative Meeting sent a minute
to Farmington Monthly Meeting about opening meetinghouses for “publick discussion.” As reported
in the minutes of Farmington Monthly Meeting,
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Bonnie Hayes, Historian, Palmyra, email communication on March 12, 2008.
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Being satisfied that in some parts of this monthly meeting our meeting houses have been
closed against the friend of the slave, and also against the slave himself, and feeling that so
doing is wrong in every possible light we can view it and a very great reproach to our
profession of Christianity, we wish the monthly meeting to take the subject into
consideration, and if way opens, refer the subject to a committee.(“)63
Farmington Monthly Meeting deferred this question one month and then “the subject was dismissed
for the present.” With this minute and the actions of its members, Palmyra Preparative Meeting
showed itself in sympathy with reformers and in opposition to many members of Farmington M.M.
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Primary Source
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Lemuel Durfee, Prudence Durfee to Peter Harris and Stephen Durfee, for Religious Society of Friends
June 6, 1824
Wayne County Clerk’s Office
Liber 1, 563 and 564

y
nt

ou
C

This indenture made the thirtieth day of sixth month in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
twenty four between Lemuel Durfee and Prudence his wife of Palmyra in the county of Wayne and state of
New York of the first part and Peter Harris and Stephen Durfee of the county and state aforesaid of the
second part as trustees appointed by and acting for and in behalf and under the direction of the monthly
meeting of the religious society of Friends held in Farmington county of Ontario and state aforesaid of the
second part witnesseth thru the said party of the first part for in consideration of the love and regard they
have(? or bear) toward the Society of Friends and other good causes and considerations thereunto moving the
receipt where of is hereby confessed and acknowledged have granted, bargained and given and conveyed to
the said party of the second part and to their successors forever to be appointed from time to time as occasion
may require by the monthly meeting aforesaid and at the option thereof or by such monthly or by such
monthly meeting of the religious society aforesaid as shall be in full unity with the Body of said people at large
according to the Discipline thereof within whose limits the herein after described premises shall lie. All that
tract or parcel of land lying in township number twelve in the second range of township in the county of
Wayne aforesaid and is part of a lot of land which was deeded to me by Humphrey Sherman out (of) what is
called the thousand acre tract reference being had to said deed for the boundaries which are as follows
beginning three rods north of the Southwest corner of an hundred acre piece thence running north on the
center of the highway ten rods thence east ten rods thence south parallel with the highway ten Rods, thence
directly to the place of beginning ten rods containing just one half acre of ground exclusive of highway. The
premises being expressly intended for a meetinghouse lot for Friends aforesaid for their accommodations in
public worship or Transacting the affairs of the society or teaching or school and never to be used for any
other purpose whatever on pain of forfeiting the above premises above described to the aforesaid party of the
first part or their heirs. To have and hold the above described premises with the privileges and appurtenances
belonging to the said Trustees and their successors forever according to the true interest and meaning of these
presents and the said party of the first part and their successsors forever that at the time of unsealing and
delivery of these presents they were well seised of the aforesaid premises as a good and sure inheritance in the
lieu in fee simple and that they will secure and defend all of the aforesaid premises against the unlawful claim
of all persons forever. The witness whereof the said party of the first have hereunto set their hands and seals
the day and year above written. The word beginning fifteen lines from top interlined before signed.
Signed sealed and Delivered in presence ) >
Lemuel Durfee (Seal)
Benjamin Kitt(sp?) Jr. Gurden T. Smith ) >
Prudence Durfee (Seal)

Y

N

ria

to

is

H

n

63 Minutes, Farmington Monthly Meeting, original at Friends Historical Library, Swarthmore; microfilm at
Wayne County Historian’s Office.
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Wayne County Jr.(?:)
On the fourteenth day of July in the year eighteen hundred and twenty four came before me, Samuel Durfee and
Prudence his wife to me known to be the same persons described in and who executed the within deed who severally
acknowledged that they executed the (?)ocure for the uses and purposes therein specified, as their free and
volunteering acts- and the said Prudence by me examined in private & separate and a part from her said husband,
acknowledged that she executed the within deed freely and without any fear or compulsion of her said husband. I
therefore allow it to be recorded.
Hiram K. Jerome court of Wayne
Under the act of April 19, 1823
A true copy of the Original, recorded the nineteenth day of July 1824 at 6 o’clock A.M. And examined.
Hugh Jameson Dep. Clk.
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Western Presbyterian Church
Northeast corner Canandaigua and Main Streets
Palmyra, New York
Significance: A biracial congregation that was a leader in inter-denominational abolitionist
organizing in Wayne County and possible site of Underground Railroad activity.
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Palmyra Presbyterian Church, looking north
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Palmyra Presbyterian Church, Interior, looking north
The original interior faced in the opposite direction.
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Palmyra Hotel on left, looking west toward Western Presbyterian Church on right.
John Barber and Henry W. Howe, Historical Collections of the State of New York
(New York: 1842)
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Description: Organized in 1793 and incorporated as a Congregational Church on September 28,
1797, this was one of the earliest church groups west of the Preemption Line and now the oldest
church building in the village still used for religious services. Under the terms of the Plan of Union,
adopted by Congregational and Presbyterian churches nationally, this congregation later adopted a
Presbyterian form of government. Beginning in 1811, Presbyterians in the western section of
Palmyra met in a white frame Union Church that had been built (mostly by Presbyterians). In 1817,
Presbyterians in the western part of the district asked to be incorporated separately from
Presbyterians in East Palmyra. They took the name Western Presbyterian Church. In 1832, they built
this new meetinghouse on the northeast corner of Main Street and Canandaigua Street (continued
north as Church Street) in Palmyra, dedicated in 1834. Episcopal, Baptist, and Methodist churches
occupy the other corners. 64
The church is brick, eighty-two feet by fifty-two feet, with two stories. Abner Lakey was the
architect, and Asa Millard was the contractor. The church has a portico with four Doric columns and
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Palmyra, compiled by Women’s Society of the Western Presbyterian Church (1907).
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
Historical New York Research Associates
Wayne County Historian’s Office
Preserve New York, 2007-2009

Palmyra

249

a simple pediment, reflecting a similar pediment on the main church itself. Three front doors (each
double, with a transom), perhaps reflecting an early tradition of separate entries for women and men,
lead into the foyer of the church. Twelve-over-twelve window sashes are original. A three story bell
tower ends in a pointed roof, and the original bell is still used. The north side has a later addition.65
Inside, the original seats faced the front door on the south. The current arrangement
incorporates a main floor and a gallery, with seats that face the altar at the north end of the
building.66
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Discussion: From the very beginning of the movement for the immediate abolition of slavery, the
Palmyra Presbyterian Church took a leadership role, in cooperation with local Quakers, Methodists,
and Baptists. It also welcomed several African American members.
On October 3, 1835, the abolitionist newspaper The Liberator published an open letter “To
the Friends of Immediate Emancipation in the State of New York.” At least eight and probably more
of the twenty men from Palmyra signed this call for a statewide convention: Elias Durfee, *Peletiah
West, G. Ramsdell, *Newton Foster, *George Beckwith, Samuel Foster, Otis Clapp, Cephas Foster,
Elihu Durfee, D.D. Hoyt, Pliny Sexton, L. Hathaway, *E.S. Townsend, *Robert Smith, Linus North,
*George Jessup, Jesse Townsend, *E.F. Townsend, *Geo. E. Pomeroy, Hiram Wilcox. “The whole
American people are bound together by common interests and obligations,” they wrote, “and it
would seem as if a righteous providence has doomed that we shall speedily be all free or all slaves
together.” 67
When several hundred delegates appeared at the Bleecker Street Church in Utica, a mob of
“gentlemen of property and standing,” led by Samuel Beardsley, a future judge of the New York
State Supreme Court, drove the group from the church. About four hundred of them walked, road
wagons, or took canal boats to Peterboro, New York, home of Gerrit and Ann Smith, where they
officially organized the New York State Anti-Slavery Society.
In the next year, hundreds of local antislavery societies were organized all across the state.
Palmyra was among the earliest. On October 17, 1836, Rev. George R.H. Shumway, minister of the
Western Presbyterian Church from 1834-39, reported that a Palmyra Anti-Slavery Society meeting
met in the lecture room of the “Presbyterian Meeting House.” John J. Thomas, nurseryman and
Quaker from Macedon, New York, gave “an interesting address on slavery and the means for its
removal.” They took up a collection for the New York State Anti-Slavery Society and appointed
delegates to the first annual convention in Utica. Shumway assured abolitionists throughout New
York State that “the cause is advancing. [In Palmyra], we were in no way molested. There is, in truth,
in P. too much good sense—too much love of order, liberty, and religion to countenance the
shameless misrule and riotous movements which have given an unenviable notoriety to Boston,
Troy, Cincinnatti, &c.” 68
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Thomas L. Cook, Palmyra and Vicinity (Palmyra: Palmyra Courier and Journal, 1930), 249.
Thomas L. Cook, Palmyra and Vicinity (Palmyra: Palmyra Courier and Journal, 1930), 249.
67 Liberator, October 3, 1835, from the Oneida Democrat, Accessible Archives. Betsey Lewis, Historian of the
Western Presbyterian Church, found names from this list in church records, as follows:
G.R.H. Shumway, “1817 Female Bible Society book”; “Record of the Proceedings of the ‘Western Presbyterian
Church and Society’ of Palmyra, from June 1838 thru February 5, 1905” (Finding aid has only been completed
to include up to part of 1840.): G.G. Jessup (Secretary), 1839; Geo. G. Jessup (Assessor), 1839; G.G. Jessup
(Chair), 1840; G.R.H. Shumway, 1839; Rev.d Mr. Shumway, 1839; Mr. Shumway in 1840; Newton Foster
(Assessor), 1838 and 1839, (Trustee), 1840; Edwin F. Townsend (Assessor), 1838 and (Assessor and Trustee),
1839; Robert W. Smith (Assessor), 1838; R. W. Smith, Jr. (Assessor), 1839; R. W. Smith (Trustee, expired),
1839; Robert W. Smith (no designation), 1839. 1830-1838 Sunday School Record: Pelatiah West, George
Pomeroy. Sunday School Union, 1831-1836, minutes: P.W. Handy, Pelatiah West, Newton Foster, C. Foster,
Geo. Beckwith, Rev. J. Townsend, Rev. Mr. Townsend, Robert W. Smith, Rev. Linus North, Geo. E. Pomeroy.
68 G.R.H. Shumway to the Editor, Friend of Man, November 3, 1836.
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When the New York State Anti-Slavery Society returned to the Bleecker Street Church in
Utica for its first annual meeting on October 19, 1836, three men from Wayne County—Otis Clapp,
J.J. Thomas, and G.H. Moore--were among the four hundred delegates. Otis Clapp, a Quaker from
Palmyra, served on the committee to nominate officers. 69
The Wayne County Anti-Slavery Society was a coalition of men from a variety of religious
traditions, but the Western Presbyterian Church became their main meeting place. In December
1837, participants came from Quaker, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist traditions, all meeting at
the Presbyterian meetinghouse, Of the twenty-two listed officers, religious affiliations included
several Presbyterians, such as Rev. G.R.H. Shumway from Palmyra, Samuel C. Cuyler from
Williamson, and Eli Clark from Sodus). Quakers from Farmington Monthly Meeting dominated the
group. Asa B. Smith was President, Ira Lapham and Durfee Osborn from Macedon and Elias Durfee
from Marion were among the vice-presidents. John J. Thomas from Macedon was secretary. Two
ministers—Rev. G.R.H. Shumway from Palmyra and Rev. S.W. Wooster (sometimes spelled
Worcester, had attended a Methodist antislavery convention in Utica in May 1838), the Methodist
minister in Palmyra—served on the Executive Committee, along with three Quakers—Esek Wilbur,
William R. Smith (both from Macedon), and Otis Clapp from Palmyra.70
Among the many resolutions, one addressed the roles of women in the antislavery
movement: “Resolved That the success which has attended the efforts of women in pleading the
cause of downtrodden and bleeding humanity, is an earnest of the future, and with her and truth on
our side, we have every inducement to cheer us one, and the strongest assurance of final and
complete success.” A second related to prejudice against people of color, “pervasive in the North,”
which helped support slavery in the South, “tending to crush free colored persons, and to make the
North participate in the guilt of oppression.”71
On December 20, 1837, Palmyra women formed a Female Antislavery Society. The meeting
illustrated once more the powerful coalition of Presbyterians and Quakers in Palmyra. They met at
the home of Rev. G. R. H. Shumway, pastor of the Western Presbyterian church. Quaker Mary D.
Clapp was appointed chair and “1st Directress.” Other activists were Mahala Seaman, “2nd
Directress”; Almira Edson, Secretary; Lydia Hathaway, Treasurer; and Emily Shumway, Sophronia

Y

N

ria

to

is

H

n

69Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting of the New-York State Anti-Slavery Society, convened at Utica, October 19, 1836
(1836), http://www.archive.org/stream/proceedingsoffir00newy/proceedingsoffir00newy_djvu.txt.
70 Friend of Man, December 20, 1837; “Pastors of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” Palmyra, compiled by
Women’s Society of the Western Presbyterian Church (1907); Friend of Man, May 9, 1838.
71 Friend of Man, December 20, 1837.
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Handy, Hannah S. Eddy, Mary Ann Benson, and Johanna D. Eddy, Managers. Quoting the Biblical
passage, “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female, for ye are all one in Jesus Christ,” the women argued that slavery changed people from this
“true image of God” to “mere things and chattels personal.” 72
In 1841, three hundred delegates from as far away as Rochester and Waterloo attended a
convention for “friends of the slave in Western New York,” held in the Western Presbyterian
Church. Elder John Sears was elected president. Many Quakers and Presbyterians took part. In
deference to Quakers, several sessions opened with “a season of silence” rather than a spoken prayer.
The convention endorsed the formation of a “Western New-York Anti-Slavery Board,” the genesis
of a new Western New York Anti-Slavery Society.73
Antislavery lecturers, including Frederick Douglass, Charles Lenox Remond, and J.C.
Hathaway, came to Palmyra several times. On February 24-25, 1848, all three of these men were
scheduled to speak in Palmyra. The following month, on March 25, 1848, John S. Jacobs, who had
escaped from slavery in North Carolina, was scheduled to appear. (John Jacobs’ sister, Harriet
Jacobs, became the famous author whose Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl is widely read today.)
Frederick Douglass was scheduled to speak in Palmyra again the following year, on September 6-7,
1849. In each case, notices for these meetings requested “friends of humanity” in each place to make
local arrangements. It seems likely that at least some of these meetings gathered in the Western
Presbyterian Church. 74
In August 1849, ladies in Palmyra held an antislavery fair in the Baptist Church. It is quite
likely that women from the Western Presbyterian Church, as well as local Quakers, supported this.
Frederick Douglass spoke to “a large audience,” and the women raised $53. This was one of a series
of antislavery fairs held in eleven different towns organized by the ladies of the Western New York
Anti-Slavery Society that summer and fall, with Rochester Quaker Amy Post as chair. Frederick
Douglass spoke at all of them. Women held a second fair in Palmyra, at which Douglass also spoke,
on September 6. Douglass reported, “On Thursday evening I delivered a lecture in the Baptist
Church in Palmyra. On account of another very popular meeting being held at the same time, and
the unpopularity of the anti-slavery cause in that place, the meeting was but thinly attended.
However, such as were present seemed to be quite attentive to and interested in what was presented
to them.” Amy Post reported, “At Palmyra, the friends of the cause are few in number, but liberal in
spirit and kind in feeling, although in regard to inviting others into the Anti-Slavery service, rather
weak in faith; hence the burden of the fair came upon our friends Sexton, Sanford, Aldrich, and
Anderson. They are especially worthy to be ranked with the friends of the oppressed. “75
As chair of the committee of women who had organized these eleven antislavery fairs, Amy
Post gave her summary report in the North Star, November 16, 1849. She praised especially the
Englishwomen Julia and Eliza Griffiths, who attended every fair. Most especially, she praised
Frederick Douglass, editor of the North Star.
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Above all do we feel that the success of these fairs has been promoted by the never tiring
exertions of Frederick Douglass, whose indomitable energy saw no obstacle, and whose soul
stirring eloquence dissipated doubts wherever they existed, and raised up friends where none
had appeared. This noble member of a proscribed and suffering race, to whose elevation and
improvement he is devoting all his energies, attended every fair and delivered lectures at all
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Friend of Man, February 28, 1838.
National Anti-Slavery Standard, after February 2, 1841.
74 North Star, February 11, 1848; March 17, 1848; August 10, 1849; August 31, 1849.
75 North Star, August 17, 1849; August 31, 1849; Amy Post, “Report of the Fair Committee,” North Star,
November 16, 1849.
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the villages where they were held, besides fulfilling his editorial duties and laboring for the
glorious cause in other ways and other places.76
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On October 26, 1850, David Green Wheelbanks, “a fugitive slave,” spoke in Palmyra, although we
do not know in which building. 77
In May 1851, the national Presbyterian General Assembly met in Utica, New York. Among
their items of business was a letter from the Western Presbyterian Church of Palmyra, with questions
about the Fugitive Slave Law, which the U.S. Congress had passed the year before. Three other
Presbyterian groups sent similar letters. After careful consideration, a committee refused to make any
endorsement of them.78
In October 1852, abolitionists in western New York formed a new political party, the Free
Democracy. In Wayne County, Palmyra residents Lyman H. Tiffany, J.C. Gallup, and George C.
Jessup attended. The convention nominated Jessup for Sheriff and Tiffany for member of East
Assembly District. On November 28, 1852, J.C. Gallup published a letter in the abolitionist National
Era, published in Washington, D.C., discussing eleven churches in North Carolina who refused to
admit slaveholders to their membership. “The South may have a free Gospel, if the North will send it
to them,” he concluded. Membership records may help to identify the religious affiliation of these
men.79
Several African Americans were affiliated with the Western Presbyterian Church. Sunday
School records from 1833, for example show the name of Perry B. Lee, who became a prominent
citizen of Palmyra and a prosperous barber. Lydia Bogart, born about 1812 in New Jersey, lived in
Palmyra as widow with three of her children. In 1862, Rev. Horace Eaton officiated at the wedding
of her son Franklin and Mary Cooley. Rev. Eaton gave the couple a book, “Advice to Married
Couples,” inscribed “Mr. and Mrs. Bogart. With the best wishes of their sincere friend Rev. Horace
Eaton. Palmyra July 31, 1862.” 80
Lydia Sutfin Bogart died in May 1878. Rev. Eaton preached at her funeral and noted that
there was a “large attendance of colored people.” Several of her children and grandchildren lived in
Palmyra until the early twentieth century, and many are buried in Palmyra Village Cemetery. 81
Local tradition suggests that members of the Western Presbyterian Church were also active
on the Underground Railroad. In 1907, women of this church published a history of Palmyra,
recording an incident about several people escaping from slavery who consulted Rev. Eaton in his
study, at the bottom of the bell tower, which at that time held the town clock. “Of a sudden the most
terrific clanging brought them terror stricken to their knees,” fearful that they had been caught. In
fact, it was simply the clock striking the noon hour. 82
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North Star, November 16, 1849.
North Star, October 20, 1851.
78 National Era, May 29, 1851.
79 Frederick Douglass’ Paper, May 27, 1852; October 29, 1852; National Era, November 25, 1852.
80 Thanks to Betsey Lewis of Western Presbyterian Church for this research.
81 Surname File Cards, Kings Daughters Library, Palmyra, New York. See description of Bogart home site by
Marjory Allen Perez.
82 Palmyra New York, Compiled by the Woman's Society of the Western Presbyterian Church, 1907,
http://www.palmyrany.com/presbyhistory.htm.
76
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Barbershop, David H. Ray
Palmyra Hotel and Jarvis Block
East Main Street
Palmyra, New York
East Main Street Historic District
Significance: Palmyra had one of Wayne County’s largest concentrations of African
Americans. David Ray and Perry B. Lee, both barbers, were anchors both for the African
American community and for the village of Palmyra.
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Palmyra Hotel, looking south, April 2009
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Jarvis Block (right) and Palmyra Hotel (far left), looking southeast
April 2009
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Palmyra Hotel (left) and Jarvis Block (right), looking southwest, mid-twentieth century.
Courtesy of Bonnie Hayes, Palmyra Town Historian.
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Palmyra Hotel on left, looking west toward Western Presbyterian Church on right.
John Barber and Henry W. Howe, Historical Collections of the State of New York
(New York: 1842)
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Description: David Ray, Sr., had two known locations for his barbershop, the Palmyra Hotel and
the Jarvis Block. In 1871, the Palmyra Courier noted that the “basement under the Hotel has been
fitted up in a tasteful manner as a barber shop, which will be under the direction of that first-rate
artist, Mr. David Ray.”
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Palmyra Courier, March 24, 1871.
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The National Register nomination for the Market Street Historic District in Palmyra noted
that the Palmyra Hotel, "’with its massive columns and surmounting dome’ presided over the village's
19th century main street. Local accounts describe the hotel veranda as a popular lingering place for
both residents and newcomers.” Built in 1836-37, the building is three stories, made of brick, and
once had a two-story gabled portico with Doric columns and a cupola with a dome.83
In 1880, the Palmyra city directory noted that David Ray’s shop was located in the Jarvis
Block. Constructed by William Jarvis in 1876, this was a two-story brick commercial block on the
southwest corner of the East Main Street Commercial Historic District. East Main Street. It was
perhaps designed by Joseph Blaby, architect and building of both public and private buildings, whose
office was in the Jarvis Block in the 1880s. A fire destroyed its central gable, which once indicated
“Jarvis Block, 1876.” The National Register nomination noted that this district is “one of New York
State’s finest unspoiled small town commercial districts,” with “spectacular brick facades.” 84
David Ray’s son Theodore had a barbershop at 55 Main Street, Palmyra. Perry B. Lee was
another African American barber in Palmyra.
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Discussion: African American barbers worked in each canal community in Wayne County, and their
barbershops became centers of public discussion for both African Americans and European
Americans. David H. Ray, Sr. (along with his sons Theodore and David B. Ray, Jr., and fellow barber
Perry B. Lee) was an active and highly visible member of the African American community in
Palmyra.
Ray had lived in Canandaigua Rochester, Watertown, and St. Lawrence County before
coming to Palmyra. In 1838, he was the Canandaigua agent for the Colored American. He was also
active in conventions of colored men in the 1840s. In 1848, he took part in the celebration of West
Indian Emancipation, held in Rochester. He read the British and French emancipation acts, followed
by addresses from Frederick Douglass, Charles Lenox Remond, and Henry Johnson. During the
Civil War, David Ray, Sr., was a recruiter for the 14th Rhode Island troop, later called the 11th United
States Colored troop. 85
Ray was listed as a barber in Palmyra city directories from 1865 to 1880. Ray’s son Theodore
also had a barbershop in Palmyra, and his son David H. Ray, Jr., (who married the daughter of
Oswego barber Tudor E. Grant) had a barbershop in Palmyra in 1870 and 1875 and in the Graham
House in Lyons in 1880. 86
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Cornelia E. Brooke, N.Y. State Division of Historic Preservation, Market Street Historic District, nomination
document, 1974, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places, Washington, D.C., Adaptation
copyright © 2009, The Gombach Group,
http://www.livingplaces.com/NY/Wayne_County/Palmyra_Village/East_Main_Street_Commercial_Historic
_District.html.
84 Cornelia E. Brooke, N.Y. State Division of Historic Preservation, Market Street Historic District, nomination
document, 1974, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places, Washington, D.C., Adaptation
copyright © 2009, The Gombach Group,
http://www.livingplaces.com/NY/Wayne_County/Palmyra_Village/East_Main_Street_Commercial_Historic
_District.html; Business Cards for Palmyra, Wayne County Genweb,
wayne.nygenweb.net/palmyra/5oct1888palcourier.html.
85 Colored American, November 3, 1838; North Star, July 14, 1848. Thanks to Marjory Allen Perez for this
research on David Ray.
86 See Marjory Allen Perez, Database on African American barbers.
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Pliny and Hannah Sexton House
322 East Main Street
Palmyra, New York
East Main Street Historic District
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Significance: Home of major Quaker abolitionist and woman’s rights advocates, with a
strong local tradition of Underground Railroad activism. Hannah Sexton was an enrolled
minister of Farmington M.M. of Friends (Hicksite). Pliny Sexton attended the first national
woman’s rights convention, held in Worcester, Massachusetts. Frederick Douglass visited
this home.
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Looking southwest
July 2006
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Description: The Sexton house is a brick three-bay house. The main block is virtually square, with
modified brackets, curved window caps, wide full gables, and returns on both front and sides,
suggesting a transitional Greek-Italianate design, perhaps dating to the 1850s. A rectangular back
wing, with twelve-over-twelve window panes and early fireplace surround, is much earlier than the
front block. According to census records, Pliny Sexton lived in this house at least by 1860, when his
neighbors were all located on East Main Street. In 1850, however, he lived in a neighborhood of
farmers, and so he most likely did not live here. It is likely that he built—or remodeled--the main part
of the house after he moved here, sometime in the 1850s. 87
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Significance: A strong local tradition, written down in 1877 (before Pliny Sexton’s death in 1881)
and repeated in print many times thereafter connects Pliny Sexton (January 31, 1796-Mar 26, 1881)
and this house to the Underground Railroad. The historical marker in front of the house repeats this
story. So did Thomas Cook in a 1929 article in the Wayne County Journal:

ne

On the corner of Main & Washington Sts., where the married daughter of the late Edward S.
Averill, this house was built by ...Pliny Sexton and in the [18[50's this was his home. In the
[18]60's, a Mrs. Higbee lived there. 88
Emerson Klees, in Underground Railroad Trails, noted that:
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Sexton hid the refugee slaves under a load of hay or vegetables in his wagon and conveyed
them to the next station on the Underground Railroad, enroute north to Pultneyville on the
shore of Lake Ontario or northwest via Perinton to Rochester. Pliny Sexton, Jr., helped his
father with the slaves. 89
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No specific primary source documents Sexton’s direct connection with the Underground
Railroad. Evidence from before the Civil War, however, places Sexton among the core group of
Quaker abolitionists who worked closely with Frederick Douglass and the Underground Railroad.
Pliny Sexton was a member of Farmington Quaker Meeting (Hicksite), and he actively participated in
abolitionist organizations, beginning in the 1830s. In 1835, Sexton signed the call to the
organizational meeting of the New York State Anti-Slavery Society. He served as assistant chairman
of the Farmington/Waterloo Western Anti-Slavery Convention called by William L. Chaplin in
March of 1840. 90
In the 1840s, Pliny Sexton was one of the key organizers and leaders of the new Western
New York Anti-Slavery Society. He attended the organizational meeting of this group in November
1842 and served regularly on the Executive Committee. At its first annual meeting in 1843, he was
elected a “counselor.” In that capacity, he participated in “a very spirited meeting of the counsellors
and officers of the Society,” when “arrangements were made to employ agents the ensuing year; and
a Committee was appointed to circulate petitions and anti-slavery publications throughout western
New-York. A number of persons volunteered their services to go out to labor in the great cause,
'without money and without price.'” He was a member of the Executive Committee of the Western
New York Anti-Slavery Society in 1847 and again in 1848. He supported the Rochester Anti-Slavery
Fair in 1849. Frederick Douglass spoke in Palmyra about this time, and he stayed overnight with the
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In 1924, Pliny T. Sexton, Jr., left this property to his niece Margaret T. S. Riggs in his will.
Thomas Cook, “Palmyra and Vicinity,” April 18, 1929, Wayne County Journal. Repeated on website of
American Silversmiths,
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~silversmiths/makers/silversmiths/722.htm.
89 Emerson Klees, Underground Railrod Trails, 138-39.
90 “To the Friends of Immediate Emancipation in the State of New York,” Liberator, October 3, 1835.
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Sexton family. 91
In the 1850s, Pliny Sexton moved to a national stage, working closely with both abolitionists
and woman’s rights advocates. In 1850, he attended, with neighboring Quaker J.C. Hathaway, the
first national woman’s rights convention, held in Worcester, Massachusetts. In 1852, he donated
money to the American Anti-Slavery Society at its annual meeting in Rochester, held in May 1852.
He also supported Abby Kelley Foster and Stephen Foster when they came to western New York in
1852, and he served as Vice-President of the American Anti-Slavery Society in 1852. 92
Preston Pierce, Ontario County Historian, concluded, “In the absence of documents and
first-person testimony, the circumstantial evidence that the Sexton house was a stop on the
Underground Railroad looks convincing.”
Pliny Sexton was married four times. His married his third wife, Hannah Titus Van Alstine
Sexton (March 5, 1803-September 10, 1849) on September 22, 1836. Hannah was an enrolled
minister of the Society of Friends and fully shared her husband’s views. When she died in 1849, at
age 46, Frederick Douglass noted that she was “of the most liberal, antisectarian and expanded
feelings and views. Truly it may be said of her – ‘None knew her but to love her, None mentioned
but to praise.’” 93
Sexton had many occupations in Palmyra. Beginning in 1819, he was a watchmaker,
silversmith, hardware merchant, and banker. 94
Pliny T. Sexton, son of Pliny and Hannah, was born in 1840 and died in Palmyra in 1924. In
1893, Pliny T. Sexton responded to a letter from Frederick Douglass, thanking him for remembering
“my father with such just and kindly appreciation.”
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1) Pliny Sexton, “Autobiography.” Transcribed from text at Palmyra Library's historical file on Pliny
Sexton
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I was born in Springfield, Mass., the 31st of January, 1796. The family came west about the
year 1799. We went back to Suffield, Conn. About 1801; came back to Palmyra about 1803
with T. Hayden. I think we stayed on the Hayden farm until after 1806 as I recollect working
there at the time of the Eclipse of 1806. We then lived at Walworth in 1807. The winter
following we went to Mayfield and worked on the farm until 1808.
In April, 1809, I went to Johnstown and staid 7 years and 10 months until the 31st
of January, 1817. I worked in Auburn as a journeyman some part of 1818 and 1819. Came
back to Palmyra in the fall of 1819 and started a watch repairing and silversmith shop: in
1824 began to sell stoves some: in 1828 went into the hardware business on the corner of
Main and Market Streets: in 1843 left the hardware business: in 1844 went into the Banking
business in a small way.”
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Friend of Man, April 1, 1840; Liberator, January 6, 1843; “First Annual Meeting of the Western New-York
Anti-Slavery Society,” Liberator, January 5, 1844; “Fourth Annual Meeting of the Western N.Y. Anti-Slavery
Society,” North Star, January 7, 1848; “The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Western N.Y. Anti-Slavery Society,”
North Star, December 19, 1848; Frederic May Holland, Frederick Douglass: The Colored Orator, rev. ed. (New
York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1895), 240.
92 The Proceedings of the Woman’s Rights Convention, Held at Worcester, October, 23d & 24th, 1850 (Boston: Prentiss &
Sawyer, 1851), 3–4; National Anti-Slavery Standard, April 15, 1852, and May 20, 1852; North Star, January 12,
1849; Frederick Douglass Paper, June 3, 1852.
93 Frederick Douglass, The North Star, September 21, 1849.
94 Pliny Sexton, “Autobiography,” manuscript in Palmyra Kings Daughters Library.
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Note on this document: “The foregoing is evidently in the handwriting of Pliny Sexton and
was given to S. D. Van Alstine by Mrs. Lucy Giese following the death of Pliny T Sexton in
September 1924.”
Located in local history file at Palmyra Kings Daughters Library.
Transcribed for handwritten copy by Charles Lenhart, June 2005
2) Pliny Sexton and Frederick Douglass
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Our orator [Frederick Douglass] had hitherto trusted entirely to his gift for extempore speech, and
had become so famous for his power of thinking on his legs, that Wendell Phillips spoke of him to a
friend of mine, as "possessed of more genius than any other man in the anti-slavery ranks." When he
assumed the responsibilities of editing the "North Star," he gave up parodies, used mimicry more
sparingly, and began to write out portions of his addresses. After one of these experiments, in
Western New York, he went home to spend the night with a Quaker, named Pliny Sexton. Anxiety
to find out how well he had succeeded made him keep silent, and wait for his host to say something.
There was nothing more than a Quaker meeting, however, until they were about to bid each other
"Good-night." Then Pliny, who, by the way, was a Garrisonian, said, “Frederick, the poorest part of
thy lecture was the written part."
Frederic May Holland, Frederick Douglass: The Colored Orator,
rev. ed. (New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1895), 240.
http://64.233.187.104/search?q=cache:8qomQHXyjzsJ:d
ocsouth.unc.edu/neh/holland/holland.html+%22Pliny+S
exton%22+Turner&hl=en
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3) Pliny Sexton at Worcester Women’s Rights Convention, 1850
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“A fine Autumn day. The trees are dropping their faded leaves upon the street and the sun sends
forth a genial ray. The Convention meets in Brinley Hall, a commodious room in a central part of the
city. At 9 1/2 o'clock, the hall is filling up rapidly. Many distinguished persons have already arrived.
Among them I notice Lucretia Mott and Rebecca Plumley of Philadelphia; Paulina Wright Davis of
Providence, R.I.; Mary A.W. Johnson of Ohio; Harriet K. Hunt of Boston; Abby K. Foster of
Worcester, Mass.; W.H. Channing, Parker Pillsbury, Frederick Douglass, Joseph C. Hathaway of
N.Y.; Nathl. Barney and wife of Nantucket; Pliny Sexton of Wayne Co., N.Y.”
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New York Daily Tribune, Oct. 24, 1850
http://www.assumption.edu/whw/old/NY_Tribune%7F%7F%7F%7FI.html
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Note: This meeting was the first national woman’s rights convention, held in Worcester,
Massachusetts, in 1850. The very first convention in the nation was held in the Wesleyan Chapel in
Seneca Falls, New York, July 19-20, 1848.
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4) Pliny Sexton, Jr., to Frederick Douglass, April 1893, Frederick Douglass Papers,
Library
of
Congress,
American
Memory,
memory.loc.gov/cgibin/ampage?collId=mfd&fileName=09/09012/09012page.db&recNum=33&itemLink=/a
mmem/doughtml/dougFolder3.html&linkText=7 Thanks to Monique Patenaude for
finding this.
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Palmyra, N.Y. Apl 14/94
Hon. Frederick Douglass,
My Dear Sir: I have been unable to attend to my correspondence for several days, and am
therefore sadly tardy in acknowledging your recent letter, which gratifies me much by showing that
you remember my father with such just and kindly appreciation. I knew that he always had a high
regard for you and followed your career with deep interest; and I sent you the paper containing the
little tribute to his character in the hope—almost belief—that you had known him well enough to
identify him therein.
He was in measure hidden away from the comprehension of the many, by the degree of
ostracism visited upon him, through most of his life, because of his fidelity to his dearer? conviction.
But there were those who understood him, and the testimonies of regard for him which I have
received within a few days from his old friends who yet linger behind, assure me that it is not simply
the bias of filial affection that makes him now to me one of the finest and excellent of men.
My father’s deep interest in you, of which I have spoken, was of course long ago known to
you, and I hardly need to say, that it has passed to me by inheritance.
It has seemed to me sometimes that you are almost to be envied for having been permitted
to sing the song of life through such a great gamut, and the lover of mankind must ever gratefully
regard the enobling worthiness with which you have performed the grand part assigned to you.
Yours is one of the marvelous career adorning this passing century: tinged with a character
of romance—the wonderful ‘truth stranger than fiction” that will keep you in the memory of men as
long as any of lytical? individualities of this age shall engage the attention of succeeding generations.
Thanking you for your kind letter, and for the opportunity of expressing I am.
Pliny T. Sexton
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Site of Elizabeth Williams House
417 West Main Street
Palmyra, New York

Significance: Site of the attempted rescue of a freedom seeker by African Americans from the
Palmyra and Rochester communities in August 1834. The event was referred to as “Riot and
Outrage” in the local newspapers.
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Description: In 1834, a house on this site was the home of Elizabeth Williams, widow of Zebulon
Williams. Zebulon Williams, an early merchant in Palmyra, who died in 1825. The current gable-andwing house has clear Greek features (corner pilasters, doorway with Doric pilasters and sidelights)
and suggests remodeling or rebuilding of an earlier house on this site.
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Significance: The residents of the village of Palmyra, New York were awakened about midnight on
Sunday, August 10, 1834 by the noise of shouts and shots. What took place that night at the house of
Elizabeth Williams would be labeled “Riot and Outrage” by the editors of the Wayne Sentinel, the
local newspaper. The newspaper account of that evening, and the events that led up to it, began as
follows:

n

The peace of our village has been broken and considerable commotion produced
among our citizens … by a riot of a very serious character. The circumstances of
the case are as follows: A few weeks since a gentleman who formerly resided in this
village, but for a few years past has been a resident of the city of Washington, as a
clerk in one of the departments, came here with his wife and child on a visit to his
relations and friends, and brought with him as a servant a colored female slave. The
fact of this servant being a slave, soon became publicly known, and he had been
here but a short time before it was evident that the blacks in this vicinity meditated
getting her away. No particular measures, however, were taken to guard against
efforts on their part to that end, as it was supposed that the girl was so well satisfied
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
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and pleased with her situation that she could not be prevailed upon to leave it. This
supposition, as it turned out, was indulged with too much confidence. On Thursday
night of last week, she was enticed away by one of the blacks of this village, and
taken to Rochester. A warrant was obtained against the girl for larceny, in carrying
off some articles of property – they were pursued and found at that place – and the
girl arrested and brought back the next day. The blacks collected in large numbers
at Rochester – were very much excited – but were prevented from committing any
violence by the civil authorities. Shortly after the return of the officer and persons
having charge of the girl, five or six of the Rochester negroes came into this village,
and in a very brief space several of the negroes here were united of them – their
feelings wrought up to a high pitch, and the countenances of some expressing the
greatest ferocity – all evidently determined to take the girl and carry her off. – By the
exertions of several of our citizens in talking to them and representing to them the
consequences which would follow any violent and unlawful measures, they were at
length dispersed without the occurrence of any further disturbance. The girl was
discharged from the arrest, it being thought not advisable to pursue the prosecution
against her, and taken back to the place from which she had been enticed away. –
The following night and the next two days, all was quiet, but on Sunday evening it
was discovered that there was an unusual number of negroes collected in the village,
and it was thought best to have a small force at the house where the girl was, to
defend it and its inmates, in case of an attack. This precautionary measure had been
adopted the night previous. Accordingly some five or six young men partially
armed went there to remain during the night. Matters remained quiet until twelve or
one o’clock, when a party of negroes came to the door and demanded admittance.
This of course was refused. They then swore they would break in, and immediately
commenced the attempt to do so. The party in the house made the best resistance
in their power, but it was half an hour or more before the contest was over. During
the riot, showers of stones were thrown at the house – some of the windows were
broken – and a panel of one of the doors stove in, and several guns loaded with
balls were discharged into the house – one of the balls passed very near the face of
one of the party engaged in the defence [sic]. Two guns loaded with shot were
discharged at the rioters, and one if not two of them, it is supposed, was wounded,
but not very badly. The negroes then made off.”95
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An entry in the journal of Egbert B. Grandin, former editor of the Wayne Sentinel, dated
August 10, 1834, helps to fill in some of the blanks.
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Sunday. “Went to Baptist meeting in forenoon. At home in afternoon. Wife
attended all day. About 12 or 1 (am) at night was rousted up to assist in quelling a
riot at Mrs. Williams - - 15 or 20 negroes had assembled to take away a slave from
Charles Williams who was on a visit from Washington. - - a great number of stones
were thrown against the house – door broken in – guns fired into the house, and the
house was considerable injured – the rioters finally went off without the slave.”96
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Another account of this event appeared in The Liberator (reprinted from the Rochester Rights
of Man):

95
96

Wayne Sentinel, Friday, August 15, 1834, 3:1
Egbert G. Grandin Journal, August 10, 1834, Photocopy.
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“SELF-PIRACY!!! A few days since a colored woman arrived here on board of
one of the canal packet boats: she was immediately arrested under a warrant, issued
at Palmyra, on charge of Stealing. A cheat was suspected. A mobbish looking
collection of persons composed of black and white, soon assembled, demanded of
the officer his authority, and manifested some determination not to let him proceed
till they were satisfied. The Mayor was sent for, who examined the precept and
pronounced it legal so far as he could judge, and requested the crowd to disperse
peaceably. What has she stolen? What has she stolen! … she has stolen herself:
SHE IS A RUNAWAY SLAVE. What a horrible sin.…!”97
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Who initiated the attempted rescue of Charles Williams’ slave was not reported in the local
newspaper, but the blame for their actions was placed firmly at the feet of those who were
advocating the immediate abolition of slavery. Anti-slavery organizations and publications such as
the Liberator, published by William Lloyd Garrison, and the Rights of Man, published in Rochester,
New York were expanding their influence. The Western Presbyterian Church of Palmyra had hosted
an anti-slavery meeting just six weeks earlier on June 20th. Perhaps the African American community
of Palmyra did feel empowered by recent anti-slavery activities in their community, but the fact
remains that it was not the white community that acted decisively in August of 1834.
Charles S. Williams, son of Zebulon and Elizabeth Williams, was born about 1805 and grew
up in Palmyra as it was transformed from a pioneer settlement into a thriving canal village.
Sometime between 1828 and 1829 Mr. Williams removed to Washington, D.C., where in 1830 he was
admitted as an attorney and counselor of the Supreme Court of the United States.98 He married Mary
E. F. Hamilton in September of 1832 and their first child, William H., was born about 1834.99 He had
returned to his hometown that summer and brought his wife, young son and a slave, knowing that
the law would protect his property. The African American community of Palmyra knew all about
slavery, many having very recently freed themselves or been manumitted. Betsey Brister and her
daughter Lucy Brister Jarvis had once been enslaved by William Helm of Bath, New York and had
found refuge in Palmyra about 1805. Perry B. Lee had been a slave in Virginia until about 1830 and
had moved to Palmyra by 1831. Apparently the presence of a slave in their midst was enough to prod
some members of the African American community into action.
The August newspaper account did not provide the names of the participants, but it was
likely that the local residents already knew their names. On September 8th, the Wayne County Grand
Jury presented indictments for perjury, assault and battery and burglary against those said to have
been involved with the events of August 9 and 10.100
David Bloomfield and James Smith (alias James Smith Ardell) were indicted on perjury
charges and their cases went to trial on September 12th. Both these men were residents of Rochester
according to the 1834 Rochester City Directory.101 The men were charged with lying about the
whereabouts of David Gaines (indicted for burglary) in the days before the riot. Apparently both
David Bloomfield and James Smith Ardell had testified before Frederick Smith, Esq. in the
preliminary examination of the rioters that David Gaines was in Rochester during the days preceding
the riot, while other evidence placed him in Palmyra. David Bloomfield was found not guilty by the
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The Liberator, August 30, 1834. Accessible Archives.
Wayne Sentinel, February 2, 1830, 3:2.
99 Christian Register, Boston, September 29,
1832.(www.ancestorsatrest.com/obit_records/christian_register_boston_oabits.shtml); 1850 Federal Census,
Hilltop District, Charles County, Maryland, p. 265.
100 Wayne County Court of Oyer and Terminer Records, September 1834 Term, Wayne County Clerk; Wayne
Sentinel, September 26, 1834, 3:3.
101 Rochester City Directory, 1834, Colored Resident Section.
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jury.102 According to the newspaper account the proof that Bloomfield had lied under oath was
“conclusive”, but he “escaped in the consequence of the immateriality of the testimony he gave, in
the minds of the jury.”103 On the other hand, James Smith Ardell was found guilty of perjury and
sentenced “to be confined in the State prison at Auburn for the term of seven years.”104
Harry A. Robinson and Aaron Gibbs were charged with assault and battery. The record
showed that the cases of these two men were sent to the next General Sessions for trial, but no
record of the outcome has been located.105
The newspaper account indicated that ten persons were indicted on charges of burglary, but
the court records only identified four persons - Jacob Highwarden, David Gaines, Jason Jeffrey and
Linus Joy. Gaines, Jeffrey and Joy were all residents of Rochester at the time.106 Highwarden may
have been a resident of Palmyra as he married Palmyra native Amelia Jarvis in 1839 and had a barber
shop in Lyons in the late 1830s.107 Jacob Highwarden was tried in September 1834 and found not
guilty. The editor of the Wayne Sentinel reported that “although the proof against Highwarden did
not legally authorise [sic]a conviction, there can be little doubt of his having been engaged in the
affray.”108
The cases against Gaines, Jeffrey and Joy were sent to the next Oyer and Terminer for trial.
When the court convened April 1835 the cases were again postponed until the next court which met
in September. The cases of Jason Jeffrey and Linus Joy were tried together and the jury “without
leaving their seats say they find the defendants[s] Not Guilty.”109 There is no trial record for David
Gaines and the implication from the court records is that he did not appear as ordered and in fact
had never been in custody.110 James Smith Ardell was the only defendant known to have been found
guilty and sent to prison for his role in the events of August 1834 – and because he was said to have
lied about where David Gaines was in the days before the attempted rescue in Palmyra. Interestingly
Smith Ardell did not complete his sentence as the Auburn Prison Register of Inmates for 1816-1848
shows that he escaped from prison on March 31, 1839 – a rare occurrence. 111
The court records also provided names of some of the African Americans who were called
to be witnesses for the People in the various cases. They included Isaac Gibbs, John Calhoun,
Joseph Wm. Quincey, Elijah Ransom, and Yeat Wilson. Gibbs and Ransom were both residents of
Rochester and Wilson lived in Palmyra. It is very likely that Quincey and Calhoun were also
residents of Rochester, although their names do not appear in the Rochester City Directory.
The attempted rescue of the slave of Charles Williams in Palmyra was not an isolated
episode. The local newspapers recounted many similar events involving African Americans in
communities throughout the northern states during this same time period.
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Some of the defendants and witnesses show up in the African American newspapers of the
era indicating that they continued to play active roles in the anti-slavery movement. Jason Jeffrey,
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Wayne County Court of Oyer and Terminer Records, September 1834 Term, Wayne County Clerk
Wayne Sentinel, September 26, 3:3
104 Wayne County Court of Oyer and Terminer Records, September 1834 Term, Wayne County Clerk
105 Wayne County Court of Oyer and Terminer Records, September 1834 Term, Wayne County Clerk
106 Rochester City Directory, 1834, Colored Resident Section
107 Lyons Argus, April 5, 1839.
108 Wayne Sentinel, September 26, 1834, 3:3
109 Wayne County Court of Oyer and Terminer Records, September 1835 Term, Wayne County Clerk
110 Wayne County Court of Oyer and Terminer, September 1834 through September 1845, Wayne County
Clerk.
111 James D. Folts, New York State Archivist, Letter, January 14, 1988.
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
Historical New York Research Associates
Wayne County Historian’s Office
Preserve New York, 2007-2009
102

Palmyra

266

ne

ay
W

who moved to Geneva, York by 1840 where he worked as a porter in local hotels, was reported to be
a member of the executive committee of the Western Anti-Slavery Society when it met in Rochester
in December of 1847.112 In August 1855, Jeffrey wrote to Frederick Douglass’ Paper that a black
many, a Mr. Berry, of Watkins had been summoned to serve as a juror in a criminal action – an event
Jeffrey saw as a good omen for the future.113 Joseph W. Quincy was a member of a committee
planning a Freedom’s Jubilee Celebration to mark the end of slavery in the British West Indies to be
held in Auburn on August 1, 1849.114 In 1851 Isaac Gibbs, a grocer and carman, participated in a
meeting of black citizens of Rochester to protest against the Fugitive Slave Law.115 In June 1852 it
was reported that Gibbs was a member of a Vigilance Committee in Rochester created to assist
fugitives arriving in the city on their way to Canada.116
It is assumed that Charles Williams took his slave with him when he returned to the
Washington, D.C. area later that summer. A Charles S. Williams was listed as head of household in
the 1840 census of Charles County, Maryland, but his household contained no slaves or free persons
of color.117 In 1850 the Charles S. Williams family (included his wife Mary E. and children William
H., age 16, Charles Z., age 7 and Henry B., age 4) was still living in Charles County, Maryland and the
Slave Schedule reported that he owned 12 slaves, ranging in age from 2 years old to 60.118 In 1859
the Williams family suffered the loss of two children – Charles Z., age 17 and Homer [Henry?], age
14 – who died of scarlet fever. It is also possible that his wife Mary also died around this time, as
Charles Williams was listed in the household of William Hamilton in the 1860 Census of Charles
County, Maryland, owner of five (5) slaves.119
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Was there a Different Ending to the Rescue Attempt in Palmyra?
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There is one intriguing possible twist to the ending of the “riot and outrage” event of August
1834. An article entitled “Anti Slavery Days in Rochester” by Amy Hanmer-Croughton and
published by the Rochester Historical Society in 1936 related several stories said to have been
included in the autobiography “The Wonderful Eventful Life of Rev. Thomas James.” HanmerCroughton stated “It is to be noted that …in the case of another woman slave whose rescue was
attempted at the Clinton House, in Exchange street in 1832, the rescuers were of the fugitives’ own
race.120 Although the 1832 rescuers were unsuccessful in freeing the woman in this city they followed
her owner to Palmyra and there effected her escape.” The year given for the rescue attempt is 1832,
but it must be referring to the same event.
A thorough reading two editions of James’ autobiography, published in 1886 and 1887
respectively, did not turn up any reference to the rescue attempt in Palmyra, New York. Research
into the sources for Ms. Hanmer-Croughton’s paper might alter this story considerably!
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The North Star, January 7, 1848. Accessible Archives.
Frederick Douglass’ Paper, August 24, 1855, Accessible Archives.
114 The North Star, October 13, 1848, Accessible Archives.
115 Frederick Douglass Paper, October 23, 1851, Accessible Archives.
116 Frederick Douglass Paper, June 10, 1852, Accessible Archives.
117 1840 Federal Census, District 4, Charles County, Maryland, p. 150
118 1850 Federal Census, Hilltop District, Charles County, Maryland, p. 265; 1850 Federal Census, Slave
Schedule, Hilltop District, Charles County, Maryland, p. 557, Ancestry.com, [database on-line].
119 1860 Federal Census, Coomes District, District #3, Charles County, Maryland, p. 729; 1860 Federal Census,
Slave Schedule, Coomes District, Charles County, Maryland, Ancestry.com on-line database.
120 Amy Hanmer-Croughton, “Anti Slavery Days in Rochester”, Volume 14, Rochester Historical Society
Publication Fund Series, 1936, p. 114.
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Samuel and Clementina Lyman House
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Rose

Home of Samuel and Clementina Lyman
Lyman Road
Town of Rose, New York
Significance: In 1846, Samuel and Clementina Lyman withdrew (with a handful of others)
from the Presbyterian Church of Rose to protest what they perceived to be the church’s
proslavery position. Strong local tradition suggests that the Lymans used their barn as a safe
house on the Underground Railroad.
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Lyman Barn, looking south, April 2009

Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
Historical New York Research Associates
Wayne County Historian’s Office
Preserve New York, 2007-2009

270

Rose

Description: The Samuel Lyman house is a simple frame house with a central gable facing the street,
flanked by two wings with shed roof, built this in 1837. After Samuel’s death here in 1877, his son
Charles Lyman lived in the house. Alfred S. Roe reported in 1893 that Samuel Lyman’s house “has
been somewhat remodeled, but it is substantially the same.” Charles Lyman “kept the property in
excellent condition, though many observers are wondering when the fine pear orchard west of his
house will begin to bear.” 1
The barn behind the house, built in 1830, was the first structure in Rose to be built without
the use of ardent spirits. It once stood closer to the road.
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Discussion: Samuel Lyman, Clementina Evarts Rose, and their children came to Rose “by ox team
and sled” from Salisbury, Connecticut, in 1818. They lived in a log cabin until they built their frame
house in 1837.
On March 1, 1844, the Presbyterian Church of North Rose [no longer standing] met to
consider the question of slavery. “Resolved,” they concluded, “that slavery is a heinous sin against
God and man . . . utterly inconsistent with the law of God, and totally irreconcilable with the spirit
and principles of the gospel of Christ, and we therefore believe Christians are bound to oppose the
sin wherever it is entrenched, whether in church or state.” Another resolution declared “that we as a
church will hold no fellowship or communion with slaveholders or their avowed apologists.”
On January 5, 1846, several members resolved to leave the Presbyterian Church and adopt a
Congregational form of government. On May 12, 1846, in response to a request to explain their
actions, Samuel Lyman, Gideon Henderson, Daniel Lovejoy, and William Lovejoy wrote a lengthy
letter to the church.
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We cheerfully comply with your request in giving our reasons in writing for seceding from
the Presbyterian Church of Rose . . . .We give for our first and great reason that we do not
believe the Presbyterian Church to be a true church or, in other words, a church of Christ.
And we found our belief on the following facts: First, because she does not practice the first
great principle of Christianity, viz., the inviolability of human rights, but suffers unrebuked
one portion of her members to chattelize and traffic in the souls and bodies of another
portion of her own members, thus virtually reducing the image of God . . . to the condition
of things, to property.
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In response, the Presbytery agreed that “the names of Gideon Henderson and Deborah
Henderson, Daniel Lovejoy and William Lovejoy, Samuel Lyman and Clement Lyman and Caroline
Lyman be stricken from our roll.” 2
On April 18, 1851, the Rose Congregational Church split once more. Twenty-one members
asked to be accepted once more into the Presbytery. Eleven members signed a protest: “We, the
undersigned, disbelieving in and wholly abhorring the cruel and wicked system of American slavery
and wishing to maintain no voluntary connection whatever with it, do send our earnest protest
against uniting with or putting ourselves under the care of any Presbytery that holds any connection
with that portion of the Presbyterian Church that holds slaveholders in its bosom.”3
Samuel Lyman was also a member of Rose’s first temperance association. His son Charles
Lyman told the story of Samuel Lyman’s barnraising in 1830, the first barn in town to be completed
without the use of liquor.
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Alfred S. Roe, Rose Neighborhood Sketches (Worcester, Massachusetts: By the Author, 1893), 106-08,
http://books.google.com/books?id=gygVAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&ots=J3QimnNPVA&dq=
%22Samuel+Lyman%22+Rose&output=text.
2 Alfred S. Roe, Rose Neighborhood Sketches (1893), 355-56.
3 Alfred S. Roe, Rose Neighborhood Sketches (1893), 357.
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Samuel Lyman always braved public opinion when it conflicted with his sense of right and
duty, and in the year 1830, being engaged in building a small barn, and having then recently
read Dr. Lyman Beecher's “Six Sermons on Temperance," he felt that it would be wrong for
him to furnish liquor at the raising, and he determined not to do so. Taking no pains to
conceal his purpose, it became noised about that Lyman was going to have a cold water
raising, a thing unheard of at that day and age of the world. Consequently a large crowd was
attracted—some to lift up and others to pull down, among the latter not only regular old
topers, but staid and sedate church members. The builder, a sober man and excellent citizen,
was evidently in sympathy with the "hot water" sentiment, as the tone of his commands was
wonderfully tame and feeble, the effect of which was apparent when the first bent, after
having been started, became stationary, and it seemed certain that the attempt to raise it
would end in failure, when a Baptist preacher named Ansel Gardner, who, five years later,
built the Baptist Church at the Valley, springing forward with fire in his eye and with the
exclamation, "I can raise that bent," rang out his commands in tones so positive and
determined that the lifters were animated with new energy, and the bent moved right along
to its place. The incident had the effect of shaming the boss into a proper performance of
his duty, and the first cold water raising in the town was successfully accomplished. . . . The
barn alluded to was the one so long standing near the road, and in which numerous Africans
afterward halted on their way to liberty. True, the edifice is, in a double sense, a monument.
Standing now, well back from the road, it is still a strong tribute to cold water raising.4
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The Presbyterian Church espoused the temperance cause as early as 1831, when church
records resolved, “they would hereafter receive to church membership no person who would not
agree to abstain from the use of spirits as a drink.”5
In 1850, Samuel and three of his sons (Charles, John, and Lewis H.) all signed a petition sent
from Rose asking Congress to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. 6
In 1893, Alfred S. Roe noted that “that barn of Samuel Lyman, the first framed structure
raised in the town without the use of liquor, became the fit harboring placed of the escaped
bondmen, and by Lyman and his neighbors he was helped on to Canada.” In 1911, the Clyde Times
referred to the reputation of the Lymans as active Underground Railroad supporters. The article
reported on the eighty-ninth birthday party of Eleanor Lyman, wife of Samuel and Clementina’s
oldest on John:
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In 1849 she was married to John Lyman, oldest son of Samuel Lyman, who was known as
one of the most vigorous abolitionists in Rose. It is said their barn concealed more runaway
slaves than any other building in the town. His place was currently reported to be a station
on “the underground railroad.”7
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Alfred S. Roe, Rose Neighborhood Sketches (Worcester, Massachusetts: By the Author, 1893), 106-08,
http://books.google.com/books?id=gygVAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA107&lpg=PA107&ots=J3QimnNPVA&dq=
%22Samuel+Lyman%22+Rose&output=text.
5 Alfred S. Roe, Rose Neighborhood Sketches, 365-66, 355.
6 National Archives and Records Administration, HR31A-g4.1 .
7 Clyde Times, October 12, 1911, fultonhistory.com. The Clyde Herald, October 11, 1911, gave a very similar
report: “Mrs. Elenor Lyman will celebrate her 89th birthday next Sunsday at the hom of her son Wm. Lyman.
She is in excellent health. Her eye sight is of the best she can read and does fine sewing without the aid of
glasses. Mrs. Lyman is of Dutch decent (sic). She was born in Tyre, Seneca County October 8, 1822. Her
parents were John Griggs and Abagail Brown Griggs who came from Dutchess to Seneca county in the early
part of 19th century, traveling with their ox-teams it took several weeks to make the trip. In 1849(?) Elenor
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Rose

Clementina Lyman died in 1870, age seventy-seven. Samuel Lyman died at age seventy-seven
in 1877, in the house he built in 1837.8
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Griggs was united in marriage to John Lyman son of Samuel Lyman who was known as one of the most
vigorous abolitionists in Rose. It is said that Samuel Lyman's barn concealed more runaway slaves than any
other building in town. He was reported to be a "station man" on the under-ground railway for the escaping of
slaves to Canada. Mrs. Lyman began housekeeping in a log structure on the old Samuel Lyman farm.”
Wayne.nygenweb.net/.
8
Alfred S. Roe, Rose Neighborhood Sketches, 106.
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Town of Sodus
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Jacob and Lucy Buys House
Eli and Asenath Clark House
Seth Coleman (and son L.C.) House
William D. and Caroline Cooke House
Peregrine and Elizabeth Fitzhouse House (Site of)
Levi M. Gaylord House (Site of)
Maxwell Creek School
Maxwell Settlement
Presbyterian Church, Sodus
Sodus Bay Phalanx (Shaker site)
Swales Family Farm and Maxwell-Preston Mill
Rice Family House

y
nt

ou
C

Y

N
ria

to

is

H
n
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
Historical New York Research Associates
Wayne County Historian’s Office
Preserve New York, 2007-2009

274

Sodus

ne

ay
W
y
nt

ou
C
Y

N
to

is

H
ria

Town of Sodus
Map of Wayne County, New York (Philadelphia: John E. Gillette, 1858).
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Jacob and Lucy Buys Home (tentative identification)
End of Duflo Road, north off Lake Road
Town of Sodus, New York
Significance: This is one of a series of homes on the north side of Lake Road, on the shore of
Lake Ontario between Sodus and Pultneyville that were used as Underground Railroad safe
houses. With other abolitionists, Jacob and Lucy Buys left the Sodus Presbyterian Church to
form a new antislavery church in 1843.
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Looking north
April 2008
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Description: Probably originally a five-bay, story-and-a-half house, this brick home stands near the
shores of Lake Ontario, surrounded by farm fields and woods. Dormer windows and porch have
been added to the original structure. This is one of three possible homes occupied by the Buys
family. Deed searches may pinpoint their home more specifically.
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Discussion: The Buys family lived in this area before 1832 and from 1836 to 1844, probably in this
house in the early 1840s. In 1843, they were part of the split over abolitionism in the Sodus
Presbyterian Church. Local tradition suggests that they were part of a string of families along Lake
Ontario who participated in the Underground Railroad. 1
In 1891, an obituary for Lucy Munson Buys described the various farms on which this
family lived. In 1827-28, they lived on Dr. William Cooke’s farm, just east of this house. They sold
this farm to William Sargeant and moved to Wisconsin in 1844. 2
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Lewis H. Clark, History of the Churches of Sodus (1876), 64.
Wayne County Alliance, December 14, 1891, fultonhistory.com.
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North part of Town of Sodus, Wayne County (Gillette, 1858)
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W. Sargeant owned three houses. This one stands on the west side of a road going north from the
Lake Road toward Lake Ontario.
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Home of Eli and Asenath Clark
7796 Centenary Road, north off Lake Road
Town of Sodus, New York
Significance: One of several homes along Lake Road that were used as Underground
Railroad safe houses.
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Description: This small frame house stands with its gable end to the street on a road leading north
to Lake Ontario. Although its windows and siding have been changed, it stands in its original
location.
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Northern part of Town of Sodus
Eli Clark home is on east side of road leading north to Lake Ontario.
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Discussion: Eli Clark was born in Westhampton, Massachusetts on September 22, 1790. He married
his cousin Asenath (1795-1863) and together they moved to Sodus about 1818, at the same time as
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neighbor and fellow Underground Railroad activist Seth Coleman. Noted as “a man of puritanic
habits and thought,” Eli Clark became an active abolitionist and Underground Railroad supporter. 3
As an abolitionist, Clark was chosen vice-president of the organizational meeting of the
Wayne County Anti-Slavery Society, held at the Presbyterian Church in Palmyra on December 1,
1837. 4
In 1898, neighbor L.C. Coleman cited Eli Clark as an Underground Railroad “station
master,” in his description of local Underground Railroad routes and houses. “It happened that one
Sunday morning Mr. Clark brought a colored family to my father’s house [Seth Coleman’s house]
that Mr. Cuyler had brought there the night before. Cooper took them to Cuyler’s. That Sunday my
father took them to Sodus Point, putting them on a schooner for Canada.” In other words, this
family had gone from Griffith Cooper’s house in Williamson north along what is now Route 21 to
the Cuyler home in Pultneyville and then east to Eli Clark and then to Seth Coleman, who took them
to Sodus Point where they left for Canada.5
Eli and Asenath Clark’s son Lewis H. Clark became a teacher and superintendent of the
Sodus Academy. He also became an author, writing History of Churches in the Town of Sodus and Military
History of Wayne County, New York.” Eli Clark died October 7, 1871, age 86. Services were held in the
Presbyterian Church. He was buried with Asenath in Sodus Rural Cemetery. 6
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American Ancestry, Vol. III:1888, wayne.nygenweb.net/; L.H. Clark, Centenary Church Reminiscences [1897],
wayne.nygenweb.net/
4 Friend of Man, December 20, 1837.
5 L.C. Coleman, Reminiscences in Wayne County Alliance, 1898, reprinted Sodus Record, March 25, 1937.
6 wayne.nygenweb.net/.
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Home of Seth and L.C. Coleman (one of two possible)
6005 Lake Road
Town of Sodus, New York
Significance: Safe house for the Underground Railroad, part of a link of families along Lake
Road between Pultneyville and Sodus Bay.
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Northern part of Town of Sodus
L.C. Coleman owned two homes virtually across from each other. The one pictured here is
on the north side of the road.

Description: This three-bay gable-end-to-the street frame house stands in its original location on the
north side of Lake Road. Deeds may reveal whether this one or the one across the road belonged to
L.C. Coleman’s father Seth.
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
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Discussion: The Colemans were part of the small group of abolitionists who split from the Sodus
Presbyterian Church in October 1843. L.C. Coleman noted in his “Reminiscences” in 1898 that his
father received a “colored family” one Sunday morning who had traveled from the Griffth and
Elizabeth Cooper home in Williamson to the Cuyler home in Pultneyville, to the home of Mr. (Eli)
Clark to the home of Seth Coleman, L.C.’s father. Coleman took them to Sodus Point, where they
boarded a schooner for Canada. “Squire Edwards,” remembered L.C., “asked my father if he did not
know that he was breaking the law."7
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L.C. Coleman, Reminiscences in Wayne County Alliance, 1898, reprinted Sodus Record, March 25, 1837; Lewis H.
Clark, History of the Churches of Sodus (1876), 64.
7
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William D. and Caroline Cooke House
7305 Lake Road
Town of Sodus, New York
Significance: William D. Cooke was one of six Liberty Party men in the Town of Sodus in
1840, all of whom had broken away from the Sodus Presbyterian Church over abolitionism
and all of whom also kept safe houses on the Underground Railroad along the Lake Road.
Cooke’s son, Alfred, married a daughter of William R. Smith, major Underground Railroad
supporter in Macedon.
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Probably tenant house for Cooke farm
Looking north, April 2008
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Map of Wayne County (Gillette, 1858)
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Description: The Cooke house is a modest five-bay story-and-a-half frame house, surrounded by
rolling farmland that extends to the shores of Lake Ontario, just west of Sodus Bay. At least two
other houses, most likely tenant houses, were once on the property. One still stands.

Discussion: William Darby Cooke (born on October 18, 1807, in Geneva, New York and died
October 13, 1885, in Vineland, New Jersey) was well known locally as an Underground Railroad
supporter. In 1895, Landmarks of Wayne County noted that Samuel C. Cuyler, a Dr. Cook, and William
R. Smith of Macedon were all Underground Railroad operatives, bringing people from slavery to the
shore of Lake Ontario, where they were sent by ship to Canada. Although he was a farmer rather
than medical doctor in Sodus, he was called Dr. Cooke, referring to his early practice of medicine in
Underground Railroad, Abolitionism, and African American Life in Wayne County
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Penn Yan, New York. He was also on the Board of Directors and once president of the Sodus Bay
and Southern Railroad.8
Evidence from before the Civil War supports local traditions about Cooke’s Underground
Railroad work. On May 5, 1844, for example, Lewis Clark (son of Eli Clarke) noted in his diary that
“Timothy Ledyard came here with a ‘runaway slave,’ Sam Williams by name . . . . He will stay here
tonight and then we shall take him in the morning down to Dr. Cook’s.”9
Cooke was also active in abolitionist organizations. In January 1841, he was a delegate to an
antislavery convention held in Penn Yan, New York. He was also one of six men--including also Seth
Coleman, Eli Clark, Levi Gaylord, Kitchell Bell, and Jacob Buys--to cast a vote for the Liberty Party
in the Town of Sodus, New York. As local resident Edwin A. Green remembered in 1897,
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Dr. Cooke’s conversion to the Liberty Party was almost as sudden as St. Paul’s. He was
working for the Whigs with his well-known enthusiasm. He attended a Liberty Party
meeting, however, at the Presbyterian Church. A speaker charged that Gen. Harrison had
favored the passage of a law to suppress abolition meetings. Dr. Cooke promptly spoke up,
‘If he has, I will not vote for him.’ Proof was furnished on the spot by a published copy, and
Dr. Cooke went out of the Whig Party in that same hour. 10
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Five of these Liberty Party men (and perhaps all six) also kept stations on the Underground
Railroad along the shores of Lake Ontario on the Lake Road or in the village of Sodus. When the
Sodus Presbyterian Church split in 1843, several of them left the Presbyterian Church to support
radical abolitionism. Cooke’s son, Alfred, married a daughter of William R. Smith, major
Underground Railroad supporter in Macedon.11
In 1860, two young African American women, Polly Ann Newport and her sister Chloe Jane
Newport, lived with William D. Cooke and his wife Caroline Ward Cooke. 12
William D. Cooke died on October 13, 1885, in Vineland, New Jersey, where many
reformers once active in upstate New York had moved.
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George W. Cowles, Landmarks of Wayne County (Syracuse: D. Mason, 1895), 195, 207; Henry V. Poor, History of
the Railroads and Canals of the United States, Vol. I (New York: John H. Schultz and Co., 1860), 312.
9 Pat Johns, “The Underground Railroad in Wayne County,” 2007.
10 Friend of Man, January 26, 1841; L.H.G., “Edwin A. Green and Old Times,” Wayne County Alliance, July 14,
1897.
11 Lewis H. Clark, History of the Churches of Sodus (1876), 64.
12 1860 U.S. Census.
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