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A survey of this magnitude relies on the help of many, many people. Their assistance is 
invaluable, and they deserve special thanks both for their research expertise and their commitment to 
the ideals of equality and justice that these historic movements represent. The Wayne County 
Historian’s Office sponsored this survey, under Peter Evans, Historian, whose support is evident on 
every page. He organized regular meetings throughout the county (in Pultneyville, Sodus, Palmyra, 
South Butler, and Lyons) and made the full resources of his office available to the research team. 
Under the direction of Judith Wellman, Director, Historical New York Research Associates, a team 
of extraordinarily skilled and dedicated researchers worked closely for twenty months to complete 
this project. Marjory Perez was researcher and co-author. Her knowledge of African American 
history in this area is second to none. Charles Lenhart and Tanya Warren amazed us all with their 
attention to detail and ability to find obscure records. Charles’ transcriptions of articles from the 
National Anti-Slavery Standard, added immeasurably to our understanding of abolitionist activity in 
Wayne County. Sue-Jane Evans, Pultneyville Historical Society, consistently shared ideas, time, 
research, and generosity of spirit. Jeana Ganskop scoured local newspapers through 
www.fultonhistory.com. This team worked with dedication and enthusiasm from September 2007 to 
May 2009 to complete this project.  

 

 
 

Marjory Allen Perez and Peter Evans, doing fieldwork 
 

All this research rests on local historians and keepers of the records. We could not have 
done this work without the support of Peter Evans, Wayne County Historian, who organized local 
meetings in Sodus, Pultneyville, Palmyra, and Lyons, attended by many town, village, and local 
historians and many interested citizens. These included Carolyn Adriaansen, Historian, Town of 
Marion; Vera Alford, project supporter; Helen Burgio, Historian, Town of Macedon; Dave Bruinix, 
Teacher, Williamson; Judi Buckalew, Wolcott History Society; Bob Bull, Sodus; Jim and Ruth 
Chatfield, Butler; Carol Elaine and Richard Deys, Macedon; Sue-Jane Evans, Pultneyville Historical 
Society; Margaret Hartsough, Historian, Town of Farmington; Bonnie Hays, Historic Palmyra; 
Robert Kirchhoff, Western Presbyterian Church researcher; Betsy Lewis, Archivist, Western 
Presbyterian Church; Cinda Lisanto, Coordinator, Teacher American History grant, North Rose-
Wolcott; Bob Mead, Galen/Butler/Savannah; Sally Millick, Historian, Village of Macedon; R. Hugh 
Miner, Historian, Galen/Clyde; Monique Patenaude, Graduate Student, University of Rochester; 
Chester Peters, Historian, Town of Williamson; Jim Ryan, Historian, Town of Rose; Patricia White, 
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Scipio, New York, for the use of her family’s papers; Dorothy Wiggins, Historian, Town of Butler; 
James Wood, project supporter. Christopher Densmore, Curator of Friends Historical Library at 
Swarthmore College, shared, as always, his extensive knowledge of the Underground Railroad and its 
relationship to Quakers. David Anderson’s assistance as an outside consultant and reader has been, 
as always, a great gift.  

 
Local Historians Meet at Western Presbyterian Church, Palmyra 

 

 
Peter Evans, Wayne County Historian, and Sue-Jane Evans, Pultneyville Historical Society, 

site of the African American Maxwell Settlement 
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Local Historians Meet in South Butler 

 
Property owners have been exceedingly helpful in allowing us to research their properties, 

including Vern and Meyrick Peterson, descendent of the Perine family and owners of the Perine 
House in the Town of Lyons; Betty and Brian McDonald, owners of the Tower House, now a Bed 
and Breakfast called Toganenwood, in the Town of Lyons; Paul Rubery, owner of the Pliny and 
Hannah Sexton house in Palmyra; Beverly and Richard Hillman, owners of the Griffith and Eliza 
Cooper House in Williamson; the Martz family, owners of the William R. and Eliza Smith House, 
and the Reinholtz family, owners of the Hamlin House and School. Special thanks to Griff Mangan, 
owner of Alasa Farms, and Cheri Roloson, director of Cracker Box Palace at Alasa Farms, who 
shared their wonderful spot with several visitors from this project. Many thanks also to Mary Kosbab 
for reading and commenting on the final draft of this manuscript.  
 

 
Peter Evans, Wayne County Historian; Sharon Lilla, Wayne County Planner; 

Cheri Roloson, Owner of Cracker Box Palace at Alasa Farms; 
Nancy Todd, Field Representative, Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation; 

and Bailey, the dog, toasting our hard work after a tour of Alasa Farms  
(Shaker Community, Sodus Bay Phalanx) 
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Wayne County offices have been extraordinarily helpful in this work. Peter Evans, Wayne 
County Historian, and Jane Milem, Clerk, Wayne County Historian’s Office, provided unparalleled 
assistance and access to their marvelous collection of research materials, including the Hoffman 
Papers, vertical files, local history books, newspapers, and primary documents on microfilm. Sharon 
Lilla, Oswego County Planning, has been incredibly supportive, especially helping to complete a 
National Register nomination for Alasa Farms. The Wayne County Clerk’s Office, Wayne County 
Historical Society, and Macedon Library were also indispensable.   

Nancy Todd and Mark Peckham, of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
Historic Preservation, gave welcome advice and support, as did Sheri Jackson and other coordinators 
of the National Park Service’s Network to Freedom Program. Nancy Todd helped get the National 
Register nomination for Alasa Farms completed in record time.  

We owe an enormous debt to Preserve New York, which funded this project, the fifth such 
countywide survey funded by grant programs of the Preservation League of New York State and the 
New York State Council on the Arts. The Preservation League, under Jay DiLorenzo, President, and 
Tania Werbizsky, Regional Representative, has given consistent and unfailing support to each of 
these projects.  

The Teaching American History program of the North Rose-Wolcott School District, 
directed by Cinda Lisanto, gave us the opportunity to present findings from this project to an 
enthusiastic and supportive group of teachers. In a countywide tour in April 2008 and again at a 
workshop for social studies teachers held at Hobart-William Smith College in October 2008, we 
received much energy and welcome feedback from this extraordinary group.  

At the request of teachers, we have made an innovation in this report, with the addition of 
primary sources to several site descriptions. We are most grateful to Accessible Archives for giving us 
permission to use transcriptions from their database of African American newspapers. 
Fultonhistory.com is a remarkable collection of scanned and searchable newspapers from upstate 
New York. It has added immensely to our ability to find detailed information about people and sites. 
We also thank the Wayne County Historian’s Office, Wayne County Historical Society, Pultneyville 
Historical Society, Eastman House International Museum of Photography, Hazard Library (Poplar 
Ridge), Madison County Historical Society, University of Rochester, Western Presbyterian Church 
(Palmyra), and Onondaga Historical Association for permission to use photographs and documents 
from their collections.  




